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ABSTRACT
Before I begin, I need to mention Ralph Sheinbein.  Ralph was my roommate in Shenzhen, People’s Republic of China.  He was from Alberta, Canada; I am from California.  But we were born about the same time, got married about the same time, had about the same number of children about the same ages, we attended the same denomination of church, and this list could go on for some time.  We are both large, roly poly, bearded men who wore our hair about the same way.  We were both amazed at our similarities.
We spent seven weeks together in BaoAn, Shenzhen, People’s Republic of China, teaching English.  Hong Kong, which was still British at the time, was three kilometers from our hotel and could be clearly seen from parts of the hotel, but we were in the grips of totalitarianism.  Since we could not leave our room without being offered sin, open, free, and expected, and because we could not leave the building without an “escort” to keep us “safe,” most of the time we chose to remain in our room in our free hours. 
Ralph taught me much about meditation during these weeks.  Neither of us needed to watch a lot of television, so we talked.  We talked about home, our students, and tomorrow’s lessons, but occasionally Ralph would interject a question like, “Is wisdom a real woman?  Proverbs 8 makes it look that way.”  And for the next week, we would talk about the woman of Proverbs 8 while searching the Scriptures and our wives were half-way around the planet.  On another occasion, he asked, “What shape is the New Jerusalem?”  We discussed this long enough that I remember these years later that a cube is logical and probable, but a pyramid or globe would equally fit the information given in the last chapters of The Apocalypse of Jesus Christ.   God has no known cubes in space He has created in the universe and it is entirely possible the New Jerusalem is a globe, like all the other things God created, as we observe His natural revelation.  
Now we know the New Jerusalem is not a globe because as I kept meditating and studying, I found in Greek, Revelation 21:16, reads kai’ ñ  polis tetagwnos keitai, which is translated “and the city lies square.”  No matter what the answer, it was a time to meditate on God’s Word and dig deeper.
Somewhere in this education as the Holy Spirit began to transform my mind, I began to wonder what Jesus looked like.  What is sin and why are we sinners?  Is my cat a sinner?  To what extent does the curse of sin rule the cosmos?  What does Heaven look like and will my cat bother me in Heaven?  If we could watch God on television, what would He look like?  If God walked in the garden with naked Adam and Eve, did He wear clothes or did He look like Adam?  If we eat the Marriage Feast in Heaven, is there a sewer system? I would like to take you on a trip through my musing for the last third of my life, and some of what I find fascinating and different from anything I have ever heard in a sermon. 
In particular, I would like to look at God.  I have heard dozens, if not hundreds, of Christians quote, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.[footnoteRef:1]”  But there are other verses, like “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;[footnoteRef:2]” and “They saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.   Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they beheld God, and they ate and drank.[footnoteRef:3]”  I would like to look at God, as the Amateur Radio community would say, “eyeball to eyeball[footnoteRef:4]” in this paper.  How does God describe Himself in Scripture?  How do we synthesize verses like, “Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.[footnoteRef:5]” [1:  John 4:24 All references are NAS95 unless otherwise stated. NAS95=New American Standard Bible, 1995 edition.]  [2:  Genesis 1:26, 9:6]  [3:  Exodus 24:10-11]  [4:  AC6ZZ]  [5:  I Timothy 1:17] 

I believe that when we quit viewing God as an invisible glob and see Elohim loving us, on His hands and knees in the clay creating us in His image, we will be godlier.  I believe that when we see a person waiting for us to talk to Him each day, and when we realize this is the image Jesus took when He came to Earth putting children on His lap, this should bring us to true humility as Christians and we should be willing to do His bidding, now and forevermore.






PREFACE
Man was created in God’s image.  Hagar talked with an angel she called God and was surprised she was still alive.  Abraham had a discussion regarding Sodom with God as they ate beef stew.  Jacob wrestled with God and walked away limping.  Moses virtually demanded to see God, and was granted his wish.  
Gideon was making wine behind the barn when an angel figure he called God showed up, and he was surprised that he was still alive when the smoke cleared.  Ezekiel saw God high and lifted up.  Isaiah saw God in His temple.  Daniel, Ezekiel, and later John, describe the same image, so it would seem to be the same person Isaiah saw.  
If you are looking for a photograph or drawing of God, this is the wrong volume.  You will not find a picture in this book about God.  In fact, Deuteronomy 4:16 says that God is not pleased if we have a “graven image,” or picture of God.  We read in the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments, that we are to have no graven images.[footnoteRef:6]  For decades I have wondered what God looked like.  In recent years I have wondered what Moses saw while in that fissure in the rock.[footnoteRef:7]  As a member of the first television generation, and now looking for a topic to explore, wondering what God looks like seemed like a natural out-growth of who I am.  I am looking for God, hopefully in all the right places.  I am looking for God in God’s Word. [6:  Exodus 20:4; Deuteronomy 4:16]  [7:  Exodus 33:17-23] 

I want to know what Moses, Daniel, Ezekiel, and John saw in Scripture.   As I studied the subject of the image of God, I found that it is anathema to the Jewish faith.  However, I do not want to walk down the clear gold streets of Heaven and walk by Jehovah Elohim, because I didn’t know what He looked like.
In this study, there are several points where only faith will bring us to the correct conclusion. The Bible, while it can come under the most rigorous scrutiny, is a book designed for faith.  No matter how I tried to splice it, in the final analysis there are several places, especially in the Angel of the Lord section, where I simply threw up my hands and said, “Right or wrong, I accept this by faith because the rest of the facts fit.”
Secondly, this is not a manuscript about the physical characteristics of light.  God is light.[footnoteRef:8]   [8:  This is a topic for further research on another day.] 

Here are supportive Scriptures showing the relationship between God and light:
“And His garments became radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.” (Mark 9:3)
“…Dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.” (I Timothy 6:16)
“God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” (I John 1:5)
“And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.”  (Revelation 21:23)
Light may be a particle, wave or it may be answered one day in quantum physics or Heaven, but not in this paper.  Several times when God reveals Himself in glory, unbearably bright white light is mentioned.  Each theory of light seems to have its points where it makes sense and places where light does not follow the theory mentioned.[footnoteRef:9]   [9:  http://www.smartplanet.com/blog/science-scope/physics-breakthrough-a-completely-new-light-source-created/5452.  20110923] 

Third, it is not my desire to use sleight of hand, optical illusions, or turn my search into a house of mirrors or some kind of movie special effects.   My goal is to take a decade of delightful contemplation and study in the Word of God, and piece together with words, a picture of God.  It will satisfy some, others will probably be repelled that I would dare give physical characteristics to God.  
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His coming is as brilliant as the sunrise. Rays of light flash from His hands where His awesome power is hidden.
Habakkuk 3:4




CHAPTER ONE

HERMENEUTICS DEFINED[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Strongly influenced by http://www.ccbcu.edu/bibliology/hermeneutics.htm] 

(So we all play by the same rules)
II Timothy 3:16, states that the Bible is inspired by the Holy Spirit.  The Bible was written for all men, in all time, in all cultures.  The Holy Spirit had you in mind when He wrote the Bible and He knew you would read His Word.  
There are two verses on the subject of how to correctly understand the Bible.  They are included in the following:
All Scripture is inspired by God[footnoteRef:11] and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.  (II Timothy 3:16, 17) [11:  Greek: theopneustos, literally translated, God breathed] 

But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.[footnoteRef:12]  (II Peter 1:21) [12:  “Holy Spirit (Gk: pneuma) “spoke from God” (Gk: Theos) same stem (root) words as theopneustos.] 

With these verses in mind, I believe we should study the Bible for our faith and practice.  We do hope these steps will help you to enrich and enjoy your Bible as you study it from day to day and help us understand what rules we will be using in this paper to understand God better.
In many ways, we should read the Bible the same way we do a mathematics story problem.  We need to read the entire problem to see what is being asked.  We need to look at each word to find and pull out the key words.  We need to determine the formula that needs to be used. And then we need to follow the order of operation to complete the problem.  Hermeneutics is like building a formula in a math problem.  In this work I will be looking at Scripture like I look at a mathematical problem.
 Dwight Pentecost describes two methods of interpretation. The first is the Allegorical method.  The second is the Literal method.  The Allegorical method is a method where the reader knows there is a literal meaning but chooses to use a moral or figurative meaning.[footnoteRef:13]   [13:  Joseph, Angus and Samuel G. Green, The Bible Handbook, P 220 quoted by J. Dwight Pentecost, Things to Come, Page 4.] 

Let me use an example.  Many years ago, I was traveling across country and on Sunday morning, several of us college students traveling together stopped for church in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  We pulled off the freeway about church time, looked in the phone book, found a church on the same street and 3000 eyes watched us walk into a large, American Gothic Cathedral minutes later.
The pastor preached the best sermon on Hell I can remember hearing.  He discussed the three words translated Hell in the Bible; the Hebrew words Gehenna and Sheol and the Greek word for Hell, Hades.  I can remember the sermon and his word pictures four decades later.  Then as he concluded in a paragraph or two he laughed and said, “Of course we believe Hell is in your heart…if you wrong someone…” and in his final seconds he allegorized the entire sermon. 
The Literal Method is where the customary, socially-acknowledged designation of a word is the literal meaning of that word.[footnoteRef:14]   The literal method would take Jesus’ words and not only draw word pictures, but also apply the words as Jesus did.  [14:  Bernard Ramm, Protestant Biblical Interpretation, quoted by Pentecost, page 9.] 

The Literal method is taking a passage and looking at it from a literary genre[footnoteRef:15] while taking into consideration the grammatical, cultural, historical and geographical aspects just as the first readers of the passage might have when they read the book or passage.  A good expositional sermon will draw on these concepts and paint a picture in such a way that the listeners will want to take the Bible and apply it and use it in their lives.  A wonderful example of this method would be Jesus’ parable and his interpretation in Matthew 13:1-23. [15:  A genre from Latin means stem, in Greek a loose set of criteria from the French means ”kind" or "sort", it comes into English as a loose set of criteria for a category of composition; the term is often used to categorize literature and speech.] 

 “Another approach to interpretation is letterism. While often ignoring context, historical and cultural setting, and even grammatical structure, letterism takes each word as an isolated truth.  A problem with this method is that it fails to take into account the different literary genre, or types, in the Bible.”[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  http://www.probe.org/content/view/688/77/] 

There are different styles or genre in the Bible.  There are narratives like the creation and Christmas stories.  There are poems, in Psalms and Song of Solomon, among others.  Moses sang a song in Exodus 15 as Israel crossed the Red Sea, Deuteronomy 31-32, and others sang His song in Revelation 15:3.  If one is looking at this as a mathematics problem, each problem needs a different equation, not all problems are the same, and these need to be treated individually.
  The Psalms are full of songs.  Jotham told at least one fable[footnoteRef:17] on Mount Gerizim in Judges 9:7-16 where he talks about trees and bramble to Shechem and Abimelech in particular.  In II Kings 14:9ff, Jehoash, king of Israel, tells the fable of the thorn bush and cedar of Lebanon to King Amaziah.  Joshua, Peter, and Paul all preached sermons preserved in Scripture.  Paul wrote 13 letters to churches and members of churches.  There is figurative language all through Scripture, especially in poetry, the prophets, and the Apocalypse.  The difficult step is determining what is figurative and what should be taken literally.  In most cases I have chosen to go with the literal unless the passage is absolutely figurative. [17:  Judges 9:8 Adam Clark’s commentary] 

Aside from the various ways to interpret, there are some rules I believe will help us interpret the Bible correctly in our desire to understand what God looks like.   
First and last, pray.  Reading a book is so much more enjoyable when you know and can talk to the author of the book.  Spend some time with Him before you begin reading His Word.
The first rule of hermeneutics is to read the text with an open mind.   Read the entire passage several times until you can restate the entire concept or passage in your own words.  Know who is writing the passage and to whom it is written.  Put yourself into the story and visualize the time of day, what city or country, even whether the event takes place by a lake, river or desert.   Who is the author and who is the original reader of the passage?  Read enough of the passage you can “paint” a picture of what is going on.   
The second rule of hermeneutics is to determine the literary nature of a word of phrase.  Know if the passage is poetry, parable or a narrative.  
The Bible is full of figurative language.  E. W. Bullinger wrote a classic thousand page book on the figurative language in the Bible.[footnoteRef:18]  Much of the books of Poetry, the Prophets and the Apocalypse use figurative language.  Matthew Maury read the passage in Psalm 8:8, “The birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas.” Believing it literally, he threw many bottles over the side of the ships he worked on, and his life’s work was to find the ocean currents used today in maritime travel.  Because it sounds figurative, does not mean it is.  There are paths in the sea; we just call them currents. [18:  Bullinger, E.W., Figures of Speech Used in the Bible, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1898.] 

There are figures of speech and one of the most famous is in I Thessalonians 5:3, “While they are saying, ‘Peace and safety!’ then destruction will come upon them suddenly like birth pangs upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.”  Especially the men will not be having birth pangs, the key word is like.  “A simile is a figure of speech comparing two unlike things that are often introduced by like or as.”[footnoteRef:19] When using a figure of speech like this, the one thing it is not, is what it is being compared to.  Sudden destruction is not equal to birth pangs.  It is the timing.  Pregnant women know their water will break and the pains will come, but they don’t know exactly when.  When the time comes, it is sudden.  Like the World Trade Center’s destruction on September 11, 2001, it came suddenly when the United States thought it could not happen. [19:  http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/simile] 

Scripture should be read like any other book.  We rarely read a passage in a book that says, “It was night,” and decide this is the wickedness of the world.  When an author states, “It was night,” the author is normally trying to tell us that it was between sunset and sunrise when the sun is on the opposite side of the earth.
Third, seek to understand each word in the text.  Notice words like “Therefore” and find out the reason they are “there for.”
When teaching students how to read a story problem in math, I tell my students to read the problem four times.  The first time is to read the entire problem as a whole.  Second, we read each word, picking out the important words.  The third time we read, we draw a picture of what we are reading.  The fourth time we read to see if the words match the picture we have drawn from the details.  In many ways this is exactly how we need to study the Bible.
We need to read the Bible from the beginning to the end of the passage.  We then need to read for the main words and key ideas.  We need to understand the entire section of Scripture, even drawing on maps, chronologies, box diagrams and the like as necessary to understand the passage.  Finally, read it again, putting the picture and words of Scripture together to see if it all matches and ask, “What is it that we are to learn?”
So should the Bible always be read literally and never figuratively?  Do a word study of the words and find out if this is the first use or the only use, or if the word is used 2700 other times in Scripture.   We need to understand the words in the original language.  The Bible was written in Hebrew and Koine Greek, with two short passages in Aramaic.  The Aramaic passages are as follows:  Daniel 2:4 to Daniel 7:28[footnoteRef:20] and Ezra 4:7-18, Ezra 7:12-26.[footnoteRef:21]   There are also New Testament Aramaic words and phrases like, Talitha qoum,[footnoteRef:22] Ephphatha,[footnoteRef:23] Abba,[footnoteRef:24] Raca,[footnoteRef:25] Mammon,[footnoteRef:26] Eli Eli lema sabachthani,[footnoteRef:27] one jot or one tittle.[footnoteRef:28] Maranatha and other names and words may be Aramaic.  It is hard to understand any book if one does not understand the words. [20:  NASB sidebar note]  [21:  http://www.1911encyclopedia.org/Books_of_Ezra_and_Nehemiah]  [22:  Mark 5:41 And taking the child by the hand, He said to her, "Talitha kum!" (which translated means, "Little girl, I say to you, arise!").NAS95]  [23:  Mark 7:34 and looking up to heaven with a deep sigh, He said to him, "Ephphatha!" that is, "Be opened!"]  [24:  Mark 14:36 And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for Thee; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what Thou wilt."  See also Romans 8:15 and Galatians  4:6 ]  [25:  Matthew 5:22 "But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever shall say to his brother, 'Raca,' shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever shall say, 'You fool,' shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.]  [26:  Matthew 6:24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.  See also Luke 16:9, Luke 16:11 and Luke 16:13]  [27:  Matthew 27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?"]  [28:  Matthew 5:18 For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. (KJV) see also Luke 16:17] 

The fourth rule of hermeneutics is to give special significance to the first use of a word or concept in the Bible.  If it is a concept, you go to the first use to get the definition.  If it is a word, you go to the original language of Aramaic, Greek or Hebrew, to get the definition.  Dwight Pentecost quotes Angus-Green, “The words of Scripture must be taken in their common meaning, unless such meaning is shown to be inconsistent with other parts of Scripture.  Of the two meanings, that one is generally to be preferred which was most obvious to the comprehension of the hearers or original readers.”[footnoteRef:29] [29:   Joseph Angus and Samuel G. Green, The Bible Handbook, pg 220 quoted by Pentecost pg 4] 

An illustration of this would be the word “holy.” The first mention of “holy” is found in Exodus 3:5, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.”  Holy dirt appears to be an oxymoron, and does not fit our usual understanding of the word, holy.  There are 581 words translated “holy” in the New American Standard Bible[footnoteRef:30].  The Sabbath is holy[footnoteRef:31].  The Tabernacle was a holy place[footnoteRef:32]. God is holy[footnoteRef:33].  Suddenly, it is not the dirt that is holy.  It is different dirt, the chemical composition didn’t change, but the arena changed.  God was there; the dirt was different.  The Sabbath is a different day.  Holy carries with it the idea of being different.  God is different than we are.  God is different in that He loves the world; we love ourselves.  God is different, for God is removed from selfishness. [30:  BibleMaster concordance]  [31:  Exodus 16:23  then he said to them, "This is what the Lord meant: Tomorrow is a Sabbath observance, a holy Sabbath to the Lord."]  [32:  Exodus 40:9 "Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and shall consecrate it and all its furnishings; and it shall be holy.]  [33:  Leviticus 11:44  'For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy; for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth.] 

The fifth rule of hermeneutics is to understand the grammar.  One of the most useful tools in studying the Bible is to diagram sentences and passages.  Ephesians 2:1-10 is one Greek sentence.  Paul gets carried away and has one of the longest run-on sentences in written literature.  He is excited.  This should be noted as we try to understand this passage.
The sixth rule of hermeneutics is to consider the theological intent of the passage.  The Bible is God's revelation of His will. We dare not abuse this gift by forcing our preconceived ideas, isogesis, onto the Bible, or by shoddy scholarship misinterpreting the ideas we draw from it.   Rather, we need to correctly extract, to exegete, what Scripture says, and then correctly apply it to our lives and ministry.
The seventh rule of hermeneutics is to compare Scripture with Scripture.  Use historical, cultural, logic and precedent as you use other Scriptures to understand the concept, verse or word you are studying.  
The eighth rule of hermeneutics is to harmonize apparent contradictions.  Or, to restate this rule, the Bible does not contradict itself.  
We need to define the terms, concepts, and ideas.  God’s Word is logical, but at times it must be taken totally by faith.  It is logical in the sense that we do not ginosko (to come to know) what we oida (to see with the mind’s eye[footnoteRef:34] or having known it).  So when we see a possible problem in Scripture, we need to state the problem.  If we do not state the problem, we cannot answer it.    [34:  http://www.stempublishing.com/authors/trench/jat311.html] 

If Scripture states in Matthew 15:38, “And those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.” And in Mark 6:44, Luke 9:14 and John 6:10, “Jesus said, ‘Have the people sit down.’  Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand.” So there were two events.  
The event in Matthew was in the hill country, and they had been with Jesus three days.  They found seven loaves and a few fish.  The event John describes is described as being along the Sea of Galilee, and a boy with five loaves of bread and two fish.  The details are entirely different, including the number of men in attendance.
The ninth rule of hermeneutics distinguishes between the principle and its cultural application.  An example might be a hat in church.  In some cultures a scarf or hat is proper within the culture.  In 21st Century United States, a hat belongs to an elderly church member.  Many of the women in our churches have very long hair they use as a covering, where in my mother’s day they used bobbed hair and a hat.  One personal note, I have traveled all over North America and Asia and a scarf even in very hot weather is seen in many cultures and denominations. 
The tenth rule of hermeneutics allows Bible scholars to evaluate your interpretation.  “No Scripture is to be uniquely interpreted.”  Most of the cults come from a different or unique interpretation of a passage made by one person.
“But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation.” (II Peter 1:20)
A scientific hypothesis is an educated guess by a small group.  A scientific theory is a firmer guess by a larger group.  A scientific law is a theory that has been tested and widely accepted as true.  If the full council of God’s Word agrees with your conclusion, a wide audience agrees with your interpretation, you can teach it as “Gospel truth.”
Now we need to pray and meditate on the passage – give time for the Holy Spirit to instruct us – and write down our final interpretation based on all the rules and above steps.






Who may ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
And who may stand in His holy place?
Psalm 24:3





CHAPTER TWO

THE GOD THAT CANNOT BE SEEN  	

A.  The Problem Stated

What does God look like?  I have divided my discussion into several areas: The invisible God, the God that could be seen, the God that can be seen, and finally, other points and the conclusion to the matter.  In this chapter the invisible God will be discussed from the Biblical point of view and then from the Jewish point of view.
God created us to be with Him, as in the Garden of Eden.  All through Genesis, God seems determined to be with man.  He walks and talks[footnoteRef:35] with Adam in the Garden of Eden, He saves Noah in His wrath, and He walked and talked with Abraham.   God seems to have wrestled with Jacob/Israel all night to be near mankind.   There is a transition in Exodus where God is dealing with man in a slightly more formal way; Moses needs to ask to see God’s glory.  By Leviticus, God is in Heaven and we pray to Him there. He is still around and helps us invisibly.  Many of the details of life that we think of as “luck,” or an “easy break,” is really God at work in our lives. [35:  Genesis 2:15-16, 3:8] 

Jesus introduced what we call the Lord’s Prayer. Jesus said in Matthew 6:6, “But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”[footnoteRef:36]  The NASB states it this way, “But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, [kruptos, hidden] and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.”[footnoteRef:37] [36:  Matthew 6:6 NIV]  [37:  Matthew 6:6 NASB] 

One of the main reasons for completing this study is to be able to pray to a God I can visualize.  Praying to an empty room is very hard for those of us growing up in a visual generation.  But praying to a God in the chair across from me, that is much easier to oida (see with the mind’s eye.)  I see all sorts of things on my larger than life High Definition flat screen television and in the movies.  We live in a visual world where www.youtube.com posts up to 65,000[footnoteRef:38] videos per day.  When I pray, I want to know what God looks like; I want to see the person to whom I am talking.  This passage indicates this will not be so.  When I walk into my room and close the door, God cannot be seen.  I can pray or talk to God, and as I am praying if I peek, God will not be sitting in the chair next to me.   [38:  http://techcrunch.com/2007/11/22/the-secret-strategies-behind-many-viral-videos/  20110923] 

Synonyms for kruptos as translated in the New Testament include the following:  hid, hidden, concealed, inwardly, secret, and things hidden.[footnoteRef:39]  You can find these words in verses like Matthew 6:4, “And your Father who sees in secret will repay you.”  Matthew 6:6, “Shut your door, pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees in secret will repay you.”  John 7:4, “For no one does anything in secret, when he himself seeks to be known publicly.” John 7:10, “Not publicly, but as it were, in secret.” And in John 18:20, Jesus answered him [the High Priest], “I have spoken openly to the world; I always taught in synagogues, and in the temple, where all the Jews come together; and I spoke nothing in secret.”   [39:  http://www.studylight.org/lex/grk/view.cgi?number=2927] 

B.  The Invisible God.

1.  The Biblical Point of View
Will God be invisible in Heaven? Will there be only a spirit when we eat the marriage supper of the lamb?   If so, it is going to be a very messy viewing of God breaking bread with the food going down toward his stomach.  Was God invisible in the beginning before sin entered the world?
Two of my better friends, Jim and Don, both passionately brought up the verse, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth,”[footnoteRef:40] when I brought up the subject of seeing God.  They were red faced and pounding on their knees.  They spoke passionately about not being able to see God.  Adam Clark is among those who feel God is invisible, and states, “For we find God putting him into a cleft of the rock, covering him with his hand, and passing by in such a way as to exhibit a human similitude.”[footnoteRef:41] This view would indicate that each and every time we read the Hand of the Lord, or the Eye of the Lord, it would be counted as anthropomorphism. Anthropomorphism is giving human characteristics to non-human things.  An example might be to say, the trees whistling through the wind.  Trees don’t whistle, they make noise that may at times sound like human whistling. [40:  John 4:24]  [41:  Power Bible, Adam Clark, Exodus 33:18-19] 

Lutheran theologian, Richard Lenski states, “A spirit is God.”  This makes the predicate sound too much like a classification of a God who is “spirit” from all eternity and uncreated, while all other, namely created spirits, have a beginning.  “Spirit” does not here classify; it only states God’s nature.  Jesus makes no new revelation concerning God; he only reminds the woman what she has long known regarding God.”[footnoteRef:42] [42:  Lenski, Richard. The Interpretation of St. John.  Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis MN, 1943.  Page 325] 

Many that would seek to view God might have the verse, "You shall have no other gods before Me.”  It is the point of Maimonides[footnoteRef:43] and Rabbi Baruch S. Davidson[footnoteRef:44]  who both argue that God cannot be seen.  To have a God that can be seen is to have an idol. “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in Heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.”[footnoteRef:45]  It would appear God does not want us to spend a lot of time contemplating His physical characteristics.  The point of Scripture is to adore God for His attributes of power, knowledge and love that are so far above ours, and for us to stand in awe and sin not.[footnoteRef:46]  We enjoy people for who they are, not for what they look like.  Apparently, that should be true with God as well.   [43:  “Moses ben Maimon [known to English speaking audiences as Maimonides and Hebrew speaking as Rambam] (1138–1204) is the greatest Jewish philosopher of the medieval period and is still widely read today. The Mishneh Torah, his 14-volume compendium of Jewish law, established him as the leading rabbinic authority of his time and quite possibly of all time.”  http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/maimonides/]  [44:  See Appendice I ]  [45:  Exodus 20:3-4]  [46:  Psalm 4:4] 

I Timothy 6:16 makes a stronger statement, “Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”  “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten God, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.” (John 1:18)  “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.” (Hebrews 11:3)
It might be good to mention II Kings 6:17 here. “Elisha prayed and said, ‘O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.’ And the LORD opened the servant's eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.” This is a key verse to this topic of seen vs. unseen.  What is invisible today may be clearly seen 15 minutes or 15 years from now.  Viewing the Spirit world is an eleven word prayer away according to this verse.  Because God cannot be seen doesn’t mean God doesn’t have a body.  Elisha’s servant could not see the horses and chariots, but they were there, or at least when Elisha prayed, they instantly arrived to the viewing servant.  As one that uses not only the usual electromagnetic spectrum, but also parts of the spectrum for Amateur Radio, I wonder if God is in the x-ray-UV portion of the band and simply projects into the visible portion of the spectrum or is God in an “alternate universe” that can come to visible light in an instant.  We know moving pictures show 30 pictures a second, so to move from invisible to visible would take something less than 1/30 of a second.  Apparently, the Supernatural is outside our electromagnetic spectrum.
In I Timothy 6:14-16 it reads, “that you keep the commandment without stain or reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, which He will bring about at the proper time--He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”  In verse 14, it clearly states, that we will see our Lord Jesus Christ; both the NIV and NASB translate the Greek text, epithaveias, as “appearing.”  We will see Jesus Christ and worship Him as our Lord.  I believe this is simply stating the obvious.  You cannot drive down the street or even go to your church and see the real Jesus Christ or Lord.  He is invisible today, but one day he will be visible (vs. 14) at his appearing, not unlike II Kings 6: 17, where Elisha prays for his servant and his servant sees “the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  This is a key verse.  Eternity is very close.  Viewing the Spirit world is an eleven word prayer away according to this verse.
We don’t want to be like the Sadducees and deny God’s Word.  There is a resurrection and there is a God we can see.  Genesis states we were made in God’s image, Revelation says we will see Him at the resurrection.  Moses saw God at least four times, in Exodus 3 at the burning bush, on Mt. Sinai in Exodus 20, with the 70 elders of Israel in Exodus 24 and at the second giving of the Decalogue in Exodus 27-28.  God is real, God [Elohim] is visible, and because of sin God protects us from His Glory.
All that is good appears to be light.  The closer we get to light, the closer we get to God.  Darkness belongs to evil.  “And this is the judgment, that the light is come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their deeds were evil.” (John 3:19) “Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life.’” (John 8:12)
Even Job, in the Old Testament says, “Behold, I go forward but He is not there, And backward, but I cannot perceive Him; When He acts on the left, I cannot behold Him; He turns on the right, I cannot see Him.”[footnoteRef:47]  This passage is poetry and must be understood as such and does not indicate God is invisible, only that God is excellent at hide-and-seek.   [47:  Job 23:8-9  ] 

 “By faith we understand that the universe [aiwnas, ages] was formed at God's command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.” (Hebrews 11:3[footnoteRef:48])  [48:  NIV and Recovery Version] 

2. The Jewish Point of View
Jewish scholars hold that God cannot be seen.  I encountered Jewish theology through Maimonides, who in my reading, appears to be one of the greatest Jewish thinkers of the Middle Ages if not all time.[footnoteRef:49]  I became interested in this point of Jewish theology, and Rabbi Baruch S. Davidson and I have passed several letters which are in Appendix I.  Rabbi Davidson’s point is as follows, “Since words are simply symbols of concepts, how can we talk about God in absolutes when He is a spirit?”  When I attended the Synagogue, the Rabbi talks very freely about death, personality and inferiority which I found very satisfying, but ultimately, I found Kaballah Judaism to be so unreal as to be useless to my life. I attended the synagogue, truly enjoyed my time with these people and especially Rabbi Ira Book, but came to the conclusion Christian theology was superior to Jewish theology, especially at the point of death.  They have no hope as I watched this first hand in the service. [49:  Maimonides, http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/maimonides/] 

There is an interesting verse, “No one has beheld God at any time.” (I John  4:12)  While we need to consider all 65 verses on this topic, this one verse does not say God is invisible, only that He has not been viewed by human eyes.
C. Summary
There are many sides to God.  God could be as large as the universe, and indeed in Theology Proper we discuss omnipresence, where God is everywhere at the same time.  The Apollo 13 crew in their distress probably prayed to God between Earth and the Moon.  By the way, to have a real God, we need for Him not only to be everywhere in the universe, on every planet, on every rock, but also everywhere in time.  God needs to be talking to Adam as well as the last man on earth, simultaneously. A body would limit this ability.
The Bible is not a book of fairy tales.  It is a supernatural book that tells us that when the veil of the temple was torn during Christ’s Passion in Matthew 27:52-54, “The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many.”  People could visibly see that this crucifixion was not the run-of-the-mill crucifixion, even the soldiers in the next verse were afraid and believed, “Now the centurion, and those who were with him keeping guard over Jesus, when they saw the earthquake and the things that were happening, became very frightened and said, ‘Truly this was the Son of God!’”
If God wants to be seen, we can see Him on TV.  But I believe it might harm our TV sets and certainly harm us.  Never forget when Paul on the road to Damascus saw the light and was blinded. The people complained Moses was too bright for them.
 “Then they will see THE SON OF MAN COMING IN CLOUDS with great power and glory.” (Mark 13:26)
“Even so, you too, when you see these things happening, recognize that He is near, right at the door.” (Mark 13:29)
“And Jesus said, ‘I am; and you shall see THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and COMING WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.’” (Mark 14:62)
When Jesus comes, will we be like the Sadducees that said there was no resurrection?  Will we say, “God has no body” when we are told we are made in the image of God?  These are powerful arguments that kind of came off my fingers in frustration as I imagined Jim and Don, and these arguments were like from Heaven dropped in my lap.
My dad frequently kidded about the fat lady whose husband had to hug and chalk, and hug and chalk to hug all of her.   We do not understand ourselves, much less God.  We are so finite, and God is so infinite, that we need to try to understand a little bit about God and chalk it off, and then begin on another part of God.  In order to understand at least a little about who God is, we talk about the attributes of God.  We talk about the immutability of God, the ability for God to never change.  We can look up every verse; we can contemplate it, and understand it to the best of our mind’s ability, and then move on to another attribute, like the invisibility of God.  I will put a chalk mark here and talk about what God looks like in the next chapter.




And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting. When they came out and
blessed the people, the glory of the Lord appeared to all the people.
Leviticus 9:23

CHAPTER THREE
THE GOD THAT COULD BE SEEN
A.  Pre-history
In this section we want to look at God before history: The Creation and the Garden of Eden.  As I read Genesis 1:2, there was a large mud-ball floating in darkness with no life.  The rocks may be billions of years old, but life on Earth began much later.
On the sixth day, “God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’”[footnoteRef:50] [50:  Genesis 1:26] 

In Latin, the expression “Our image” is translated Imago Dei or “Image of God.”  What does this mean?  In a real sense, this paper is an examination of this question.  This is because man is specifically referred to as being made in God’s image.  
It has proved all too easy in the history of interpretation for this exceedingly open-ended term ‘the image of God’ to be pressed into the service of contemporary philosophical and religious thought. Karl Barth has shown in his survey of the history of the doctrine how each interpreter has given content to the concept solely from the anthropology and theology of his own age.   For Ambrose, the soul was the image; for Athanasius, rationality, in the light of the Logos doctrine; for Augustine, under the influence of trinitarian dogma, the image is to be seen as the triune faculties of the soul . . . Barth concludes his catalogue with the sardonic remark:  ‘One could indeed discuss which of all these and similar explanations of the term is the most beautiful or the most deep or the  most serious. One cannot, however, discuss which of them is the correct interpretation of Genesis 1:26.[footnoteRef:51] [51:  David J.A. Clines, "The Image of God in Man," Tyndale Bulletin 19 (1968): 53-103. http://98.131.162.170//tynbul/library/TynBull_1968_19_03_Clines_ImageOfGodInMan.pdf.] 


There are three main views with many divergent concepts within each view on this topic, but the three main views are substantive, relational and functional.  The substantive view holds to the idea that there are substantial characteristics of man that are like God.  We are mirror images of God’s nature.  Some see these as spiritual, others as physical.  The relational view holds that since animals and other species do not have the ability to use imagination or intricate reasoning, these characteristics are the image of God.  The functional view holds that our image of God is in our primary task of ruling over the earth. 
“He who implanted the ear, does He not hear? He who formed the eye, does He not see?” (Psalm 94:9) God created us in His image, and while this is clear, it could be figurative or literal language.  There is synergism in all of the passages that state God has eyes, ears, nose, mouth, and the other physical characteristics.  If just one of these is not figurative, God has a body and we are created in the form of that body and further God looks like us, or more correctly we look like Him.  
God restates this concept when He requires the death penalty in the Noahic Covenant.  “Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man.”[footnoteRef:52]  God looks like man, or more correctly, we look like Elohim, the creator God.  The reason for capital punishment is stated in this verse.  God doesn’t like His image marred by murder.  To my mind, God must have an image, if He created us in it, and if He expects us to punish “eye for eye,” to keep God’s image intact.   [52:  Genesis 9:6] 

In many ways this is the ultimate proof text for our discussion on what Elohim looks like.  If we could have taken a video of God creating Ish, which we translate Adam, and which in other Old Testament locations is translated “man,” I believe we would have seen God on His knees in the mud, maybe along the Euphrates River, looking occasionally into the water to view Himself and fashioning man to look like Himself, Elohim. Isn’t this the reason capital punishment is to be meted out for those that murder?
According to the Genesis account of creation, Adam and Eve talked with God in the Garden of Eden[footnoteRef:53] each evening.  If this was natural communication, we would expect God and man to have similar bodies with eyes, ears and a mouth with which to share ideas back and forth.  While I don’t mind talking to my cat once in a while, I far prefer to talk to my wife, Karen.  She looks like me with two eyes, ears, mouth, hands, feet, emotions, and intellect, and we can communicate back and forth. [53:  Genesis 3:8-19] 

Adam and Eve walked and talked with Elohim in the Garden of Eden.  They were people, but perfect people, when they walked with God.  My guess is they would not have been satisfied to talk to a person without a body.  This may not be true; I talk to people across the planet on my phone and amateur radio transmitter and even dictate my email.  We have voices, typically without being able to see a face or body language in most radio reception. 
But the best communication is often accomplished over a good meal, eyeball to eyeball, across a table.  This is why the airline industry does so well.  People want to talk to one another in a natural communications setting.  I frequently talk to my parents by phone, and my dad more often by email, but I want to see and talk to them across the room and their dinner table.
When I look in the mirror, I see an image of myself.  It is not me, but a semblance of me.  My left ear appears to be on the right.  When I see a photo of myself, I am seeing a much more accurate view of what I look like, because my left ear is on the left.
This is probably a good place to discuss my friend, Erv; this is his real name.  He retired from the University of Reno and still works around the school.  We talk about Ham Radio and other esoteric things that old men with inquisitive minds discuss.  I have never seen his face or heard his voice.  We were in the same building and on the same floor one time but I did not see the man in the red hat and he did not see what I was wearing that made me unique.  We talk by notes on email, sometimes several times a day.  We have tried several times to figure out how to get my two meter signal over the Sierra Nevada range and will probably do so shortly after this paper is completed.  Because I have never seen him, does not mean he doesn’t have a body.
We are now moving from a God that cannot be seen, to a God we can see.  
God came and talked every afternoon with Adam and Eve.  Then Adam followed the Serpent and Eve instead of God.  God made man, God talks to man, man sins, and cannot see God. God seems to be visible at all the steps until man sins.
If this God is only a spirit, then what does Imago Dei mean?  Does God look like a squid?  Does God look like the blobs and blurred images in the “B” movies one might see late at night on UHF?  Does God have a body?  Who did Eve and Enoch[footnoteRef:54] walk and talk to?  What does God look like? [54:  Genesis 5:22, “Then Enoch walked with God three hundred years after he became the father of Methuselah, and he had other sons and daughters.”] 

If God is only a spirit, then would Adam and Eve have been able to hide from God?  They would have known He was everywhere at the same time.  But they did not know this; therefore, they were hiding from a God with a body.
This is all totally confusing. There are several verses early in Genesis that have queried my mind, if God is only a spirit. “And they heard the sound [qol, sound, voice, used 100 times in Old Testament] of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.”[footnoteRef:55]  This hide-and-seek from God appears to be much like a child that has done wrong and hides from his parents.  Adam and Eve were fully aware of what God looked like before the fall of mankind.  Again, this could not be done, if God was a spirit that was all-present in the garden.  This story needs for all three, Adam, Eve, and God to have bodies as we have bodies. [55:  Genesis 3:8] 

Moses asked this question in Exodus 33, and was given an audio-visual lesson about the Godhead.  Moses was placed in the crack of a rock and got to see God.  But I am getting ahead of myself.  I’d like to take each section of the Holy Scripture and look at it a piece at a time.
What did Adam see?  I prefer to talk to people eyeball to eyeball.  I cannot imagine God creating Adam and Eve and a perfect garden for them to live in and then having them pick up a cell phone so they could be patched into Heaven.  When I want to enjoy people, I go out to dinner with them.  My guess is that God walked in the garden with the pair, looking at His creation, and with them being surprised at the things He was teaching them.  
In Hawaii we took a scenic bus trip around the Big Island.  I was surprised by the driver/guide, not only for his understanding of the history of the island, but also because of his knowledge of the flora and fauna of the island.  He gave us information on why the beaches were made of black sand, why this tree was different than the trees a mile before.  I think this is what God was doing as He talked with the first couple, as well as asking them how the day had gone.  Can’t you see God asking Adam, “What did you call this big bug’s name?”
God can be seen in creation, which happened in Pre-history, but which continues even through today.  “Because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.”[footnoteRef:56]    [56:  Romans 1:19-20] 

B. God in the Old Testament
Visions of God: Seeing God
1.  Enoch walked with God and was not.
Once we pass Adam, we come to Enoch who “walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.”[footnoteRef:57] The word walked, in Hebrew is halak, and it is translated walk 86 times in the New American Standard Old Testament.   [57:  Genesis 5:24  ] 

It is translated to go, come, or to walk.  Did Adam, Eve, and Enoch go, walk, or talk with a Casper the Friendly Ghost, type of non-being?  Or did Enoch comfortably walk with a man type of being?  And how does one walk with a spirit?  There is far too much interaction between God and mankind for this writer to see Him in anything other than a man type being with a body.
2.  Abraham had a discussion with God about Sodom when eating beef stew.[footnoteRef:58] [58:  Genesis 18 -19:1] 

“Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord [YHVH] appeared to Abram and said to him, ‘I am God Almighty; [El Shaddai] Walk before Me, and be blameless.  And I will establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will multiply you exceedingly.’  And Abram fell on his face and God [Elohim] talked with him.”  (Genesis 17:3)
“Now the Lord [Jehovah or YHVH] appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day.” (Genesis 18:1)  This is very possibly one of the strongest arguments that God can at least materialize in bodily form.  The Almighty One was able to be seen, which is the literal meaning of the Hebrew word, raah.
I have been reading the book of Genesis since I was a boy.  These accounts are quite clear in my mind and seem totally logical.  How can Abraham be talking to an invisible man?  I can’t imagine a squid or pachyderm walking up and talking to Abraham.  If the voice is a spirit (with no physical form as people that say, “God is a spirit” agree), then Abraham would be talking to a tree or talking air, as Abraham viewed things.  Further, in Genesis 18:8, these three men, including YHWH, ate the meal Abraham ordered and that Sarah prepared for them.  How does one eat and not have a body?  This story is not consistent with an invisible God if the three, probably the two, identified as angels in Genesis 19:1 and YHWH ate a meal as Abraham hovered over them.  Furthermore, these men[footnoteRef:59] interacted with post-menopausal Sarah and told her she would have a baby in the next year.  She laughed, and so Isaac (laughter,) was named.  [59:  Ish = man Genesis 18:2, 16 and 22  ] 

The four “men,” including Abraham got up and began to walk on their way (Genesis 18:16) when Abraham and YHWH looked down toward Sodom.  And YHWH said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?”  Then we see the attributes of holiness, “And the Lord said, ‘The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave.’” (Genesis 18:20)  As omniscient and omnipresent (God can be in the future if He can be everywhere), God knows the future.  This is proven as He tells Abraham He is going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah.  Abraham then bargains with YHWH.  
I really do not see how YHWH could eat a meal, talk to Abraham and Sarah, walk with Abraham, spend time in prayer (a one-on-one conversation with God), without YHWH having some form of body.  To me this story just doesn’t make sense without everyone involved having a body.
3.  Jacob sees Elohim standing at the top of a ladder that reached to Heaven with angels of Elohim walking up and down the ladder.
Granted this is a dream, but it is a visual image connected with God.
In Genesis 28:12-13, it states, “And he had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to Heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it.  And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants.”
4.  Jacob wrestled with Elohim and walked away limping.
Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.  And when he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched[footnoteRef:60] the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him.  Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”  So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.”  And he said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God [Elohim] and with men and have prevailed.”  Then Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him there.  So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God [Elohim] face to face, yet my life has been preserved.”[footnoteRef:61] [60:  Touched, naga, to touch, reach or strike]  [61:  Genesis 32:24-30] 


This is a most interesting passage.  Moses wrote in Genesis 32:24 that a man wrestled with Jacob until daybreak.   Then at the end of the story, Moses further writes, “For you have striven with God [Elohim] and with men and have prevailed.”  Elohim, the name of God that created man out of the clay in Genesis 1:26, appears as a man and fights with Jacob.  He changes Jacob’s name to Israel [translated “God Strives.”]  I see no other way to understand this passage; it seems perfectly clear that Elohim, the God that created man in His image, wrestled man-to-man, body-to-body, all night, and Jacob won.  Then unlike a man, Elohim, touches with what we assume are His fingers, Jacob’s hip and Jacob limps the rest of his life.
5. Visions of God in Exodus
God is very interactive with man in Genesis and Exodus until He gives the Law.  The [YHWH] Tetragrammation[footnoteRef:62] name of God comes to Moses in the burning bush in Exodus 3:2-6. “And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.  So Moses said, ‘I must turn aside now, and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up.’   When the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush, and said, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’   Then He said, ‘Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’   He said also, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’  Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God (Jehovah).”[footnoteRef:63]  [62:  Tetragammation, from four and grammar. TETRARCH in the Gospels, is a fourth ruler of a kingdom.  Having to do with the four Hebrew letters used to name God.]  [63:  Exodus 3:6] 

Moses saw God four times.[footnoteRef:64]  In this first passage, Moses saw the burning bush.  In Exodus 3:2, it says that the angel of the Lord came to him in a burning fire and in verse 4 it refers to the Lord.  The word “holy” is used in this passage.  The second time Moses saw God and the first time the nation Israel saw God was on Mount Sinai at the giving of the Ten Commandments.   [64:  Exodus 3, 20, 24, 33] 

And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.  Now Mount Sinai was all in smoke because the Lord descended upon it in fire; and its smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mountain quaked violently.  When the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and God answered him with thunder.  And the Lord came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the Lord called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up.  Then the Lord spoke to Moses, “Go down, warn the people, lest they break through to the Lord to gaze, and many of them perish.  And also let the priests who come near to the Lord consecrate themselves, lest the Lord break out against them.”  And Moses said to the Lord, “The people cannot come up to Mount Sinai, for Thou didst warn us, saying, ‘Set bounds about the mountain and consecrate it.’’’  Then the Lord said to him, “Go down and come up again, [footnoteRef:65]you and Aaron with you; but do not let the priests and the people break through to come up to the Lord, lest He break forth upon them.”  So Moses went down to the people and told them.[footnoteRef:66]   [65: ]  [66:  Exodus 19:17 -25] 

How does a spirit come down?  Maybe I am missing the mark, but it seems to me if you are going to come down, you need to have a body.
“Then God [Elohim] spoke all these words, saying, Elohim spoke the Decalogue into existence.  Apparently there was a peal of thunder and lightning and the sound of the trumpet[footnoteRef:67] between each of the ten commands to make the desired effect with a deep religious fear and terror of God’s judgments.”[footnoteRef:68] [67:  Exodus 20:18 And all the people perceived the thunder and the lightning flashes and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled and stood at a distance.]  [68:  Adam Clark’s commentary on Exodus 20:18, Power Bible] 

While the people saw the smoke while the Ten Commandments were being given, and the cloud led the people by day, and the pillar of fire led them by night, still there was the admonition to the people of Israel not to come to the mountain to see God and die.  If God is only a spirit, it does not seem it would matter if God was only a spirit that location would matter but if God is at least at times a person being on the mountain would be off limits.
The third time Moses sees God is in Exodus 24:9-11.
In Exodus 24:9-11, it states, “Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they saw [raah: to see] the God [Elohim] of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.  Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they beheld God, [Elohim] and they ate and drank.”
I love this story.  Not only does God come out of heaven, he apparently in our language brings heaven to these 73 men.  The NASB uses the color, lapis lazuli to describe the color of heaven in Ezekiel 1:26.  God brought a lunch basket and his blanket was the pavement of heaven, these men sat on.  Twice, it clearly states, “they saw God” and “they beheld God.”
The fourth time Moses see’s God is in Exodus 33:16-23.  There are two childhood stories that brought me to this topic.  One is in Genesis 1:26, the other is here in Exodus 33.  As a child, my mom taught us about Moses seeing God’s back while in the cleft or crack in the rock.  How can God not have a body, if God states, “I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.  Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.”  Moses saw God’s hand and back.  How can we say in the Old Testament or Tanakh, God can only be a spirit?
	And finally, Moses “was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights” as Moses this time, etches the Ten Commandments in the tablets he broke the first time in his anger.  He had been with God a total of 80 days, twice for 40 days on top of Mt. Sinai.  As he returns to the people, “Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him. So when Aaron and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.  Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers in the congregation returned to him; and Moses spoke to them.  Afterward all the sons of Israel came near, and he commanded them to do everything that the LORD had spoken to him on Mount Sinai.  When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.  But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take off the veil until he came out; and whenever he came out and spoke to the sons of Israel what he had been commanded.”[footnoteRef:69] [69:  Exodus 34:28-34 NAS95] 

	Moses saw God for 40 continuous days, twice, and at least four times Moses saw God as a burning bush and apparently saw God in his Shekinah glory in Exodus 33.  Moses did not describe God as a spirit, nor treat him as a Spirit.  In fact, the secret of Moses’ endurance was that, in faith, “He endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.” (Hebrews 11:27)  Even in old age his eye was not dim nor his natural force abated.  In addition, it says in Deuteronomy 34:10 “Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face.”
Faith upheld him. Moses was a type of Christ in his prophetic office, as a great teacher and wonder-worker, and for being willing to be “blotted out” for the sake of his brethren.[footnoteRef:70]   [70:  T.W. CALLAWAY, D.D. LOIZEAUX BROTHERS, New York  1950, REVISED AND REWRITTEN By Paul F. Graves, D.Min, Th.D, Ph.D. 2001
] 

Isaiah states, “Then I said, ‘Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King [melek], the Lord [YHWH] of hosts [tsaba, army, war, warfare].’”  (Isaiah 6:5)
Throughout Scripture, God mentions things that are not natural:
1.  In Daniel 3, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are thrown into a fiery furnace because of their refusal to bow down to an image.  When thrown in, although the soldiers that threw them into the fire were killed by the flames, the three offenders were not even scorched and King Nebuchadnezzar’s observation was that there were four men walking in the fire and the fourth “looks like a son of the gods.”  Daniel 3:25 NIV
2.  In II Kings 13:21, the Bible talks about some people who were burying a body when they were interrupted by some raiders.  They hastily threw the corpse into Elisha’s tomb, and “when the body touched Elisha’s bones, the man came to life.”
3.  In I Kings 18, there had been no rain for three years.  Then Elijah issued a challenge to King Ahab and the prophets of Baal.  Baal did not answer by fire, but God not only answered by fire, but the fire also licked up the water and burned up the stones of the altar.
4.  In Matthew 1:18ff, Mary was not married when she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit.
5.  I will give you a fifth non-natural occurrence in the Scriptures.  These are certainly not all, but they do show that not all items in life and Scripture are explainable by natural occurrence.  “And behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the earth shook and the rocks were split.  The tombs were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the tombs after His resurrection they entered the holy city and appeared to many.”  (Matthew 27:51-53)
 These Bible stories naturally bring with them some questions.  In these examples, who was the fourth man?  How did the bones of Elisha bring a dead man back to life?  How did the fire come out of Heaven?  How did a virgin get pregnant through the Holy Spirit?  One of these questions, is how can an invisible God be seen by 73 leaders of Israel?  At least some times, the Invisible God, in His desire to be with men, makes Himself visible.




This is the generation of those who seek Him,
Who seek Thy face-- even Jacob. Selah.
Psalm 24:6

I have set the Lord continually before me; Because He is at my right hand,
I will not be shaken.
Psalm 16: 8



CHAPTER FOUR
SEEING THE INVISIBLE GOD
A. Theophanies
William C. Williams begins his comments on theophanies with the sentence, “Manifestation of God that is tangible to the human senses.”[footnoteRef:71]  God can be seen, at least in the Pentateuch. [71:  Williams states, Since the ANGEL OF THE LORD speaks for God in the first person (Genesis 16:10) and the human addressed often attributes the experience to God directly (Genesis 16:13), the angel must therefore be the Lord or the preincarnate Christ. Yet, though the angel is clearly identified with the Lord, he is distinguished from him (he is called "angel, " meaning "messenger" similar patterns of identification and distinction can be seen in Genesis 19:1, 21; 31:11, 13; Exodus 3:2, 4; Judges 2:1-5; 6:11-12, 14; 13:3, 6, 8-11, 13, 15-17, 20-23; Zechariah 3:1-6; 12:8).] 

“Manifestation of God that is tangible to the human senses.” In its most restrictive sense, that is a visible appearance of God in the Old Testament period which is often, but not always, in human form. Some would also include in this, the term Christophanies (preincarnate appearances of Christ) and angelophanies (appearances of angels as messengers of God). In the ancient oriental world, a king's messenger spoke in the name of the king. Any insult of him was interpreted as an insult to the king himself (cf. Hanun's treatment of David's embassy, II Samuel 10:1-4; I Chronicles 19:2-6). There seems no necessity to post a theophany for the angel of the Lord. In addition, in Joshua 5:13-15, the conquest narrative is interrupted by the abrupt appearance of a being who calls himself the “commander of the army of the Lord” (Joshua 5:14).  Angels were sent on missions of this kind (Judges 6:11; 13:3), and some were identified as captains over Heavenly armies (Daniel 10:5, 20; 12:1). While there are no indisputable Christophanies in the Old Testament, every theophany wherein God takes on human form foreshadows the incarnation, both in matters of grace and judgment.”
The following are the accounts of what are considered classic theophanies: The Lord appears to Abraham on his arrival in the land, wherein God promised the land to Abraham and his descendants (Genesis 12:7-9); God reaffirmed his promises of land and progeny when Abraham was ninety-nine years old (Genesis 17:1), and on the Plains of Mamre on his way to destroy Sodom (Genesis 18:1).
Other suggestions of theophanies include: God appeared to Jacob in his dream at Bethel (Genesis 28:11-19).  At the Jabbok ford, Jacob somehow received a revelation through an encounter with God (Genesis 32:22-32). 
God appeared to Moses alone on the mountain (Exodus 19:20; 33:18-34:8). God also appeared to Moses, with Aaron and his sons and the seventy elders (Exodus 24:9-11), and in the transfer of leadership to Joshua (Deuteronomy 31:15).
While he suffered, Job had complained that he sought an audience with God (Job 31:35) [Shaddai-perh[footnoteRef:72]]. At the conclusion of the book of Job, the Lord appears in a thunderstorm to deliver two discourses, which are designed to grant Job's request for a hearing, and arguably, to supply at least one of the reasons for Job's affliction: God is sovereign. [72:  Shaddai-perh, a name for God is used 48 times in the Old Testament, Strong number 7706] 

In a loose sense, God's promise of the land to Abraham (Genesis 15), as well as His command that Abraham sacrifice Isaac (Genesis 22), could be considered theophanies.
Frequently the term, “glory of the Lord,” reflects a theophany, as in Exodus 24:16-18; the “pillar of cloud” has a similar function in Exodus 33:9. The Spirit of God or the Spirit of the Lord must be considered theophanies, particularly when it comes upon men, transforming them (I Samuel 10:6) and equipping them for divine service (I Samuel 16:13). The Lord appears to people in visions (Genesis 15:1; 46:2; Job 33:15; Psalm 89:19; Daniel 2:19; Acts 9:10; 18:9) and in dreams (Genesis 20:3; 31:24; I Kings 3:5; Matthew 2:13), to reveal His plans for them or to unveil mysteries for the future.
The Lord appears in theophanies both to bless and to judge. A frequent introduction for theophanies is seen in the words, “The Lord came down.” Examples of this may be found in Genesis 11:5, Exodus 34:5, Number 11:25, and Numbers 12:5. Although the most common verb for the manifestation of the glory of the Lord is “appeared” (Leviticus 9:23; Numbers 14:10; 16:19, 42; 20:6), God's glory also “settled” on Mount Sinai (Exodus 24:16). 
One example of the glory of God being seen centers on Moses.  In Hebrews 11:24-27, it speaks about Moses’ early life.
	By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin; considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.  By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the wrath the king; for he endured, as seeing Him who is unseen.  Hebrews 11:24-27
Moses left Egypt with a faith strong enough, that it was as if he had seen God, even before he saw God from the crack in the rock.  However, as leader of the Israelite people, he desired to see this God that He served.  “Then Moses said, ‘I pray Thee, show me Thy glory!’”  (Exodus 33:18 NASB)  In the Geneva Bible notes, this is interpreted as “Your face, your substance, and your majesty.”  Moses probably desired to see that which constitutes the peculiar glory or excellence of the Divine nature as it stands in reference to man.
God graciously promises to indulge him in this request as far as possible, by proclaiming His name, and making all His goodness pass before him, Exodus 33:19.  But at the same time, God assures Moses that he could not see the face – the fullness of His perfections and the grandeur of His designs – and live.  This is because no human being can bear, in our present state, this full discovery.  But God adds, “Thou shall see my back parts” yrxa ta eth achorai.  This probably means the visible appearance which He should assume in later times, when it should be said, “God is manifest in the flesh.”  This appearance did take place, for we find God putting him into a cleft of the rock, covering him with His hand, and passing by in such a way as to exhibit a human similitude or “likeness.”
John may have had this in view when he said, “The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  What this glory was, and what was implied by this grace and truth, we shall discuss in the next chapter.

B.  Visions of God
	There are several visions of God in the Old Testament and New Testament sitting on His throne or standing next to the throne.  Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1, Daniel 7, Revelation 1 and 4 are some of the major passages, and there are other passages with all kinds of information worth stopping and contemplating.
	“In the year of King Uzziah's death, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.” (Isaiah 6:1) This passage is interesting because it doesn’t indicate it is a vision or dream.  It is just stated, I saw the Lord [Adonai].  Further in this sixth chapter the Lord talks to him and he answers the Lord. Everything about this passage indicates Isaiah was seeing God and carrying on a conversation.
		Now above the expanse that was over their heads there was something resembling a throne, like lapis lazuli in appearance; and on that which resembled a throne, high up, [was] a figure with the appearance of a man. Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and [there was] a radiance around Him. As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so [was] the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such [was] the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw [it,] I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.  (Ezekiel 1:26-28)
	This is one of the most amazing passages on Heaven in the Bible.  Ezekiel sees Heaven open up and we see amazing beings and wheels inside wheels in the floor of Heaven. Isaiah describes a being with a train that fills the temple.  There is smoke in this throne room.  And a throne with a man in glowing armor that caused a radiance.  This may be like a very hot piece of metal that glows.
	God has a throne apparently floating (God apparently has no problem in a timeless and weightless environment) in the center of His throne room.  Both Isaiah and Ezekiel see God in this throne room.  Further in both passages, the vision/dream/reality is speaking.  
“So I got up and went out to the plain; and behold, the glory of the LORD was standing there, like the glory which I saw by the river Chebar, and I fell on my face.” (Ezekiel 3:23)
This is an interesting passage.  We normally don’t think of “glory” as having a body.  But our concept of glory would not be standing.  This “glory” was standing and standing by the Chebar River.  
Second, if this is the same “glory” [ kabod] that Moses saw, it was a body.  For Moses asked to see the “Glory of God” and God showed him part of His physical body.  
Third, Only God is to be worshipped and this being accepted worship.
		Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astounded and stood up in haste; he responded and said to his high officials, “Was it not three men we cast bound into the midst of the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “Certainly, O king.”  He answered and said, “Look! I see four men loosed [and] walking [about] in the midst of the fire without harm, and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of [the] gods!” (Daniel 3:24-25 NASB)

	Nebuchadnezzar knew he was looking not at a squid or pachyderm, but what looked like a special man, a man that was the son of the gods.  The American Standard Version (ASV), Darby’s Version (DBY) and Young’s Literal Translation (YLT) among others translate this verse almost word for word.
	I kept looking until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took [His] seat; His vesture [was] like white snow, And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne [was] ablaze with flames, Its wheels [were] a burning fire. A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened.  (Daniel 7:9-10)
“But instead he will honor a god of fortresses, a god whom his fathers did not know; he will honor him with gold, silver, costly stones and treasures.” (Daniel 11:38)
		But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory [doza] of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:55-56)

	Luke writes in Acts, and seems to define what we are viewing.  We see the doza (glory) of God, in Heaven with Jesus standing at the right hand.
		And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle.  And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet [were] like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice [was] like the sound of many waters. And in His right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.” (Revelation 1:12-18)

	“Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne was standing in heaven, and One sitting on the throne. And He who was sitting [was] like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and [there was] a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.” (Revelation 4:2-3)
	It is said that what is started in Genesis, is finished in Revelation.  In Genesis the Lord God [ YHVH Elohim] walks through the Garden with Adam and Eve.  In Revelation we see at least two images of God in His mighty splendor.  There are other remarkable passages like Exodus 24:9-11 where the God of Israel [Elohim] sat and ate lunch with the elders of Israel.  There is the passage in II Kings 6:17 where Elisha’s servant could see what otherwise could not be seen.  “Then Elisha prayed and said, ‘O LORD [YHVH], I pray, open his eyes that he may see.’ And the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  Heaven and our salvation are as close as opening up of our eyes to see.
	I see all of these passages as one and the same person, and these would appear to be visions of God.  Here are the similarities:
  
· They are visions.
· They are all visions of a man either sitting, except in Revelation 1, where the Image is standing between the lampstands.  
· This person or persons are recognizable as a man.
· The vision showed a man that was “lofty and exalted.”
· There is an amazing context around all of the Old Testament visions.
· Fire is frequently mentioned in and around these passages.
· There is a voice that speaks. 
· In Isaiah it is smoke, in Ezekiel it is lapis lazuli (ultramarine blue[footnoteRef:73]) in Daniel it is white hair and a bronze breastplate. [73:  The finest lapis for jewelry has been a pure deep blue color without any pyrite (gold looking streaks) or calcite showing. However, many people like their lapis with pyrite flecks or streaks that add interest. Calcite is a softer material than lapis and prevents a high polish when found mixed in the lapis matrix. This material is considered a lower quality and is less expensive than evenly colored blue lapis. In the hands of an artist, lapis is capable of producing wonderful carvings. It takes a good polish and is generally trouble free when used in jewelry settings.   http://www.thecolorsource.com/gems/lapis.htm
Ultramarine is used in paints, lacquers, and decorating materials. It has a particularly brilliant blue color and is very lightfast.   http://www.all-that-gifts.com/se/lapis_lazuli.html] 

· All passages talk about smoke, thunder, lightning or fire.
· Human characteristics.
· There was a strong reaction to each vision.

C.  The Angel of the Lord
Because God is God, we see Him in Heaven with a body.  The God in Heaven is never described as a fish, bird, or blob.  We see the Angel of the Lord with a body; we see angels with a body.  Bodies can be visible or invisible.  God cannot be limited to a body; bodies that we understand can only be in one place at a time.  God is a spirit, but the God we understand has a body.    Immanuel means “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)  Jesus is God.  In the upper room discourse, the entire point is to show that Jesus is God.  John 14:7 says, “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”
In the Bible there are over 50 verses which use the expression, “The Angel of the Lord.”  Let’s look at a few of these verses to see if we can determine the characteristics, and possibly the person, who is called the Angel of the Lord.  
Determining the identity of the angel, or messenger, of the Lord is one of the most difficult discussions in this paper, but looking at some of the passages where it is used, might help.

1.  Hagar
  The first mention of the Angel of the Lord is in Genesis 16, where He visits Hagar.  Hagar is an Egyptian woman,[footnoteRef:74] Sarah’s handmaiden and the mother of Ishmael and the Arab world.  God loves Arabs, he loves all the people of the world, and here the Angel of the Lord comes down to comfort this forsaken woman who was mistreated so badly by Sarai, Abram’s wife, that Hagar chose death to living under the roof with Sarai who was later known as Sarah. [74:  International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Hagar: ha'-gar (haghar, "emigration," "flight"; Hagar, Agar): An Egyptian woman, the handmaid or slave of Sarai; a present, perhaps, from Pharaoh when Abram dissembled to him in Egypt (Genesis 12:16). Mention is made of her in two passages (Genesis 16:1-16; 21:8-21).] 

Genesis 16:7-10 tells the story.  “The Angel of the Lord found Hagar near a spring in the desert; it was the spring that is beside the road to Shur.  And he said, ‘Hagar, servant of Sarai, where have you come from, and where are you going?’ ‘I’m running away from my mistress Sarai,’ she answered.  Then the angel of the Lord told her, ‘Go back to your mistress and submit to her.’ The angel added, ‘I will so increase your descendants that they will be too numerous to count.’”
The story continued, “The angel of the Lord also said to her:  ‘You are now with child and you will have a son.  You shall name him Ishmael, for the Lord has heard of your misery.  He will be a wild donkey of a man; his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand against him, and he will live in hostility toward all his brothers.’” (Genesis 16:11-12)
The Angel of the Lord came and told Hagar to go back to Sarah and take whatever treatment she receives and she will have a son and his name will be called Ishmael. The etymology of this name is very interesting.  It includes Ish, translated man, and el, one of God’s names and the name Ishmael means “God hears.”[footnoteRef:75]  In evangelism this should not be overlooked when talking to Semitic peoples. [75:  ISBE get out the book and see the bibliographical info.
Hitchcock’s Bible names] 

In verse 13 it states, “She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: ‘You are the God who sees me,’ for she said, ‘I have now seen the One who sees me.’”  It is this writer’s view that Hagar is answering the controversy once and for all.  The Angel of the Lord appears to be God.  This being that deals with Hagar is called the Angel of the Lord and Hagar knows exactly who she is looking eyeball to eyeball with, God.
Hagar has another encounter with the Angel of the Lord. “God heard the boy crying, and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven and said to her, ‘What is the matter, Hagar? Do not be afraid; God has heard the boy crying as he lies there.  Lift the boy up and take him by the hand, for I will make him into a great nation.’” (Genesis 21: 17-18)
In this mention of the Angel of the Lord, we have a new name for God.  It is El Roi, the God who sees.  Hagar was there and she understood she was visited by none other than God.  I have read many words on the Angel of God and none are as powerful as the response of the people that interacted with this messenger.  “Then she [Hagar] called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, ‘Thou art a God who sees’; for she said, ‘Have I even remained alive here after seeing Him?’”[footnoteRef:76]  Young’s Literal Translation states it this way, “And she calleth the name of Jehovah who is speaking unto her, ‘Thou art, O God, my beholder;’ for she said, ‘Even here have I looked behind my beholder?’” [76:  Genesis 16:13 (NASB)] 

2. Gideon
In Judges 6, a story is told of a man named Gideon. “Then the angel of the Lord came and sat under the oak that was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite as his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press in order to save it from the Midianites.  And the angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, ‘The Lord is with you, O valiant warrior.’…” (Verses 11-12).  Again, in this story comes another reference to the Angel of the Lord.  “Then the angel of the Lord put out the end of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. Then the angel of the Lord vanished from his sight.  When Gideon saw that he was the angel of the Lord, he said, ‘Alas, O Lord God! For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to face,’” (verses 20-22).
Gideon, in Judges 6:23, had the same response when the smoke cleared after talking to the angel of the Lord as Hagar.  These two examples of encounters with the angel of the Lord show responses “tangible to the human senses.”[footnoteRef:77]  Williams continues, “In its most restrictive sense, it is a visible appearance of God in the Old Testament period often, but not always, [showed himself] in human form.”  Hagar is visited in a desert as she feels all is lost and waits for her baby to stop crying and die and then for her to die of thirst.  The Angel of the Lord gives hope and well-being.  In visiting Gideon, he tells Gideon to get busy and save his people.  In both instances He changed history.  This Angel of the Lord can walk in and out of history, changing it.  Somewhere, somehow in time and space, God can be seen at least on a limited scale.  Paul alludes to this in Romans 1: 20 where it says, “for the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world, by the things made being understood, are plainly seen, both His eternal power and Godhead--to their being inexcusable.” [77:  William C. Williams page 24
] 

3.  Abraham
The second time we see the Angel of the Lord, he is with Abraham on top of the mountain.[footnoteRef:78]  Abraham is told to take his only[footnoteRef:79] begotten son and take him to the top of a mountain and sacrifice him.  Isaac was the promised one through whom all nations were to be blessed.  Abraham obeys and the Angel of the Lord tells him to look into the weeds and a ram is there to sacrifice in place of his beloved son. [78:  Genesis 22:11 But the ANGEL OF THE LORD called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am….”  22:15 Then the ANGEL OF THE LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, …]  [79:  Genesis 22:2] 

The next mention of the Angel of the Lord is in Genesis 22:11 and 15, where the Angel of the Lord talks to Abraham on the mount called “The Lord will provide.”  Abraham was the father of both Ishmael and Isaac.  The Angel of the Lord had saved Ishmael on his first appearance and saved Isaac on his second appearance.  

4.  Moses
“And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.” (Exodus 3:2)
Williams[footnoteRef:80] goes into great depth in discussing the attributes of God that the angel of the Lord encompasses.  This special angel speaks with the authority of God.  But in this passage it clearly states that this Angel of the Lord is God. While this passage begins with “angel of the Lord,” later, in verse 4, it distinctly talks of God in this situation. [80:  Williams theology look up source] 

In Exodus 3:2 it clearly states “the angel of the Lord appeared” to Moses in a burning bush.  In the middle of the story it states, “he turned aside to look,” and Elohim called to Moses from inside the bush.  In verse six the Angel of the Lord clearly states, “I am the God of your father, The God of Abraham…”  Finally at the very end of verse 6, Moses understood and hid his face, “for he was afraid to look at God.”  While there may be more involved in the visual encounter than we are told, what we are told is that Moses was looking at a burning bush.[footnoteRef:81]  While we do not see a body in this passage of Scripture, we do see an equating of the Angel of the Lord with God. [81:  Hebrew word, seneh is translated blackberry bush.  See also Exodus 3:2, 3, 4 and Deuteronomy 33:16 for all six translations of seneh.] 

5. Balaam
	In Numbers 22-23, the story of Balaam is told.  Balaam, a prophet, had been asked to prophesy against the Israelites so that they would not win the war.  Instead of standing firm against prophesying against Israel, he agrees to go with Moab the enemies of Israel, but to only speak what God tells him to speak.  Along the way, Balaam’s donkey sees the angel of the Lord standing in the way with his sword drawn (Numbers 22:23).  After cursing and beating his donkey, the donkey lies down in the road, and the angel of the Lord reveals himself to Balaam.  Instructions are then given to Balaam, who is now willing to listen.
Many times in this passage of Scripture, the terms Angel of the Lord, Elohim, and YHWH are used interchangeably.  In Numbers 22:35, the Angel of the Lord tells Balaam to go but to speak only what the Angel of the Lord tells him to say.  In Numbers 23:5, Jehovah [YHWH] tells him what to say.  The Angel of the Lord, as well as Elohim and YHWH, two names of God, are all used to say the same thing in this one passage.

6.  The Angel of the Lord Speaks to Israel at Bochim.
	Judges 2:1-5 tells the story of the Angel of the Lord speaking to the people of Israel.  Here, the Angel of the Lord states that He brought them up out of Egypt.  “Now the angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, ‘I brought you up out of Egypt and led you into the land which I have sworn to your fathers; and I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you.’” (Judges 2:1) Here He says that the Israelites have not obeyed Him and, as a result, He will not drive the other people out.  The people wept at this pronouncement and the place was given the name, Bochim, which means weepers.
	Here, again, the Angel of the Lord is the one speaking and claiming credit for bringing the Israelites out of Egypt.  The response of the people is weeping and offering sacrifices to the Lord.

7. Deborah and Barak’s Song After Sisera was Defeated
“‘Curse Meroz,’ [footnoteRef:82]said the ANGEL OF THE LORD, ‘Utterly curse its inhabitants; Because they did not come to the help of the Lord, To the help of the Lord against the warriors.’”  (Judges 5:23) [82:  http://net.bible.org/dictionary.php?word=Meroz  used once in Scripture and like Chorazin (Matt. 11:21) it is a cursed location. place in northern Palestine; site unknown] 

8.  Samson
	Another story in Judges tells about a man whose wife had remained childless.  In this situation, the Angel of the Lord comes to the woman to tell her that she will have a child and to give her instructions.  “Then the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman, and said to her, ‘Behold now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and give birth to a son.’” (Judges 13:3) There were important instructions to give because the son that was to be born to her and her husband was Samson.  Her husband was not with her at this time so the Angel of the Lord returned to visit him.
The angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Let the woman pay attention to all that I said….” Then Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “Please let us detain you so that we may prepare a kid for you.”  And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Though you detain me, I will not eat your food, but if you prepare a burnt offering, then offer it to the Lord.” For Manoah did not know that he was the angel of the Lord.  And Manoah said to the angel of the Lord, “What is your name, so that when your words come to pass, we may honor you?”  But the angel of the Lord said to him, “Why do you ask my name, seeing it is wonderful?”  For it came about when the flame went up from the altar toward Heaven, that the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame of the altar.  When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground.  Now the angel of the Lord appeared no more to Manoah or his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was the angel of the Lord.  (Judges 13:13-21)
The most amazing part of this passage is the response after the Angel of the Lord left. “‘We are doomed to die!’ he said to his wife.  ‘We have seen God!’” (Judges 13:22)  Manoah and his wife were aware that that the Angel of the Lord was God.
9.  David
In 1 Chronicles 21:12-18, the story is told of King David sending Joab to count the fighting men of Israel.  Joab asked Kind David to reconsider, but King David went ahead with his plan.  Then David realized it was wrong and asked God to take away his guilt.  God gave David a choice of punishments and David said that he chose to “fall into the hand of the Lord, for His mercy is very great; but do not let me fall into the hands of men.” (I Chronicles 21:13)
And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the Lord saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying angel, “It is enough; now relax your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.  Then David lifted up his eyes and saw the angel of the Lord standing between earth and Heaven, with his drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, covered with sackcloth, fell on their faces.  (I Chronicles 21:15-16)

The story continues in verse 18. “Then the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up and build an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.”  David bought the site and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings.  In verse 30, “But David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was terrified by the sword of the angel of the Lord.”
This story is retold in II Samuel 24:16.  In verse 16, it mentions the angel of the Lord, and then in verse 17 it says, “When David saw the angel who was striking down the people, he said to the Lord, ‘I am the one who has sinned and done wrong.’”  It again tells how David bought the threshing floor because he would not sacrifice something that cost him nothing.  And then the plague stopped.
10.  Elijah
Elijah had several encounters with the Angel of the Lord.  In I Kings 19, after Elijah had killed all the prophets of Baal, he ran for his life.  In verse 7 it states, “And the angel of the Lord came again a second time and touched him and said, ‘Arise, eat, because the journey is too great for you.’”
The Angel of the Lord is again seen by Elijah after King Ahab had died.  Ahaziah had injured himself and so he sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub.  The story continues in II Kings 1:3 where it says, “But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, ‘Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria and say to them, ‘Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of Baal-zebub, the God of Ekron?’”  Elijah obeyed, and when Ahaziah heard about him, he sent three different captains with 50 men each to capture or kill him.  The first two sets were consumed by fire from Heaven which Elijah called out. Finally with the third group, “And the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, ‘Go down with him; do not be afraid of him.’ So he arose and went down with him to the king.” (II Kings 1:15)
11.  Hezekiah
Hezekiah was king when Sennacherib, King of Assyria came to attack Jerusalem.  Isaiah, the prophet, was given a message from God that He would defend the city and save it.  “Then it happened that night that the angel of the Lord went out, and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men rose early in the morning, behold, all of them were dead.”  (II Kings 19:35)
This same story is told in Isaiah 37:36.  “Then the angel of the Lord went out, and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men arose early in the morning, behold, all of these were dead.” 
12.  The angel of the Lord as a guardian angel.
There are a few instances where the angel of the Lord is seen as a guardian angel.  “The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them.”  (Psalm 34:7)  And “Let them be like chaff before the wind, with the angel of the Lord driving them on.  Let their way be dark and slippery, with the angel of the Lord pursuing them.”  (Psalm 35:5-6)
In Psalm 91:11 it says, “For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.”  This is not specific to which angel.  But if the Angel of the Lord is God Himself, God is watching over each of us all the time.  That should give comfort to all that trust the Lord.
13.  The Angel of the Lord in the Myrtle Trees
  Zechariah reports on a vision in Zechariah 1:7-17.  In the vision, there are some who report to the Angel of the Lord. “So they answered the angel of the Lord who was standing among the myrtle trees, and said, ‘We have patrolled the earth, and behold, all the earth is peaceful and quiet.’  Then the angel of the Lord answered and said, ‘O Lord of hosts, how long wilt Thou have no compassion for Jerusalem and the cities of Judah, with which Thou hast been indignant these seventy years?’ … So the angel who was speaking with me said to me, ‘Proclaim, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD OF HOSTS,’ I am exceedingly jealous for Jerusalem and Zion.’”  (Zechariah 1:11-14)
In this passage we see that other angels answer to the Angel of the Lord.  He is the boss.  It reminds me of one of the names of God, “Lord of Hosts,” which is the designation for the leader of the army of Heaven.
14.  Joshua, the High Priest
As Zechariah’s vision continues, “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right hand to accuse him.”  (Zechariah 3:1)  “And the angel of the Lord admonished Joshua saying.”  (Zechariah 3:6)
After the Lord took care of Satan, He turned His attention back to Joshua.  Zechariah 3:9 says “Thus says the Lord of hosts, ‘If you will walk in My ways, and if you will perform My service, then you will also govern My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you free access among these who are standing here.’”  He continues in Zechariah 12:8, “In that day the Lord will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the one who is feeble among them in that day will be like David, and the house of David will be like God, like the angel of the Lord before them.”
15.  The Angel of the Lord in a Dream to Joseph
Joseph, the earthly father of Jesus, had several encounters with the Angel of the Lord, all of them in dreams.
“But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.’”  (Matthew 1:20)
“And Joseph arose from his sleep, and did as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took her as his wife.”  (Matthew 1:24)
“But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying,…”  (Matthew 2:19)
16.  Resurrection of Christ
At the resurrection of Jesus Christ, there is an occurrence of the Angel of the Lord.  “And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from Heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it.”  (Matthew 28:2)
17.  Zechariah
Another story concerning the Angel of the Lord includes Zechariah, the priest.  It was his turn to burn incense in the temple of the Lord.  While he was there “an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.”  (Luke 1:11)  But several verses later in verse 19, we read, “And the angel answered and said to him, ‘I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God; and I have been sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good news.’”  So once I concluded that the Angel of the Lord is Elohim; this verse clearly states this angel of the Lord is Gabriel.
18.  Shepherds
In the well-known Christmas story, angels came to the shepherds to announce the birth of Jesus Christ.  “And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened.”  (Luke 2:9)  Here we see a number of angels that appear to the shepherds and then the Angel of the Lord appears.  This being is different; He has the Shekinah glory and He is the one speaking.  Humans that see angels are afraid, but I am not aware that they have the glory of God about them.
19.  Angel moved the pool of Bethesda
In Jerusalem, there was a pool at Bethesda where those who were blind, lame, and paralyzed used to wait.  “For an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred up the water; whoever then first, after the stirring up of the water, stepped in was made well from whatever disease with which he was afflicted.”  (John 5:4)
20.  Peter
In Acts 5, the apostles performed many miracles and the high priest and the Sadducees were jealous.  So they arrested the apostles and put them in prison.  “But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the gates of the prison.”  This passage is found in Acts 5:19.
Again, in Acts 12, Peter was thrown in prison by Herod after James had been put to death by Herod.  Herod had intended to have a public trial of Peter after Passover, so Peter was in prison while the church was praying for him.  “And behold, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared, and a light shone in the cell; and he struck Peter's side and roused him, saying, ‘Get up quickly.’ And his chains fell off his hands.”  (Acts 12:7)  His response is recorded in Acts 12:11, “And when Peter came to himself, he said, ‘Now I know for sure that the Lord has sent forth His angel and rescued me from the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting.’”
21.  Philip
Philip, one of the early church deacons, was given instructions from an angel of the Lord in Acts 8:26.  “But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, ‘Arise and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a desert road.)” 


22. Herod
In Acts, the story is told of a day when King Herod[footnoteRef:83] was sitting on his throne and giving a public address.  Some of the people shouted out that this was the voice of a god, and not of a man.  “And immediately an angel of the Lord struck him because he did not give God the glory, and he was eaten by worms and died.”  (Acts 12:23) [83:  Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the Great of the Incarnation (Christmas) story] 

When beginning this section on the Angel of the Lord, it was stated that determining the identity of the angel or messenger would be a difficult discussion, and so some of the passages were presented.  Here are some theories of who the Angel of the Lord is, but the answers will ultimately be found one day in Heaven.
a. There are some instances where the (an) angel of the Lord appears to be a messenger from God.  Some examples are when the angel spoke to Joseph in dreams, appeared to the shepherd out in the fields, gave instructions to Philip, and released Peter from prison.
b. The angel of the Lord can do powerful things such as troubling the water at the pool and healing people, making Zechariah mute, releasing Peter’s chains and opening prison doors, striking Herod with a deadly illness, as well as rolling away the stone at the resurrection.
c. Those who saw and understood the Angel of the Lord were frightened.
d. The Angel of the Lord can be seen and experienced, which shows that the supernatural can be quite natural when it chooses.
e. There are also some instances where those who encounter the angel of the Lord know that they have seen God.  Examples of these are Hagar, who even gave God a name (the One Who sees me), Jacob (called Israel) wrestled with this angel all night and was given a bum hip for his effort and Gideon, who was surprised to find he was still alive after his encounter.  These may indeed be times of seeing the pre-incarnate Christ.
f. Manoah’s wife saw the glory of God, and so did Moses.  It would appear that we can see God’s glory (Hebrew:  kabod), but we can’t see God’s face, at least at times.  This may be the uniqueness of the Hypostatic Union of the God/Man we do not understand.  When he presents Himself as God, we can’t see His face, when we see Jesus we can see His face, but both and at least Gabriel are called the angel of the Lord.  But after years of contemplation and studying this topic this is my best evaluation of what I read in Scripture.





In the year of King Uzziah's death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty
and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.
Isaiah 6:1
CHAPTER FIVE
THE HOLINESS OF GOD: Why Can’t we See God?
Why could Adam and Eve see God, but you and I cannot?  Why are there no references in the book of Genesis that say God is invisible, but there are four times in the Pauline Epistles where the invisible God is mentioned[footnoteRef:84]? [84:  Romans 1:20, Colossians 1:15, 16, 1 Timothy 1:17 (and Hebrews 10:27 if you think Paul wrote Hebrews)] 

The first mention of Holy was in Genesis 2:3, NIV, “And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy” or “Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it” as the NAS95 translates this passage.  But in Exodus 3, we find a very interesting passage in verse five, “Then He said, ‘Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.’”[footnoteRef:85] Holy dirt seems like a oxymoron.   [85:  Exodus 3:5] 

A.  God is Holy
According to the Internet, there are 773,692 words in the Bible[footnoteRef:86].  The word holy is used 528 times in the NIV Bible, 557 times in the KJV, and 581 times in the NAS Bible.  By ratio of words this is a major teaching of the Bible.  This one word, holy comes up to 0.70% of the words in the KJV and 0.75% in the NIV Bible. [86:  http://ecclesia.org/truth/trivia.html] 

The word holy has little meaning to twenty-first century readers.  We sing about it in church and know it has something to do with clean churches and lives, and occasionally we see a hole in a cloth and think “whole” or “holy”.  In Hebrew it is qodesh, which translated into meaningful Twenty-first Century language would be apartness, sacredness or unique.
On July 31, 2002, Pope John Paul canonized Juan Diego[footnoteRef:87] as the first indigenous saint.  Saint, sanctify and holy all have virtually the same definition and come from the same Greek root.  Saint is the noun, holy is the verb.[footnoteRef:88]  Most Protestants believe all Christians are saints, “Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you.”  (Philippians 4:21) [87:  http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_homilies/2002/documents/hf_jp-it_hom_20020731_canonization_mexico_en.html]  [88:   hagios, as a verb holy, as a noun, saint.  Wallace, Daniel B. Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics, Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 1996 page 
] 

1.  Scriptural Uses of “Holy”
So in the Bible what kind of words and things are holy?  The Sabbath is holy. “And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the work of creating that he had done,” Genesis 2:3.  Holy, in this usage is to set apart.  Saturday is to be different or set apart for rest.
Israel was holy. Exodus 19:6 says, “You will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”  Israel is different.  Every religious experience to which I have attended, I was openly invited, except to the synagogue.  In our neighborhood there is not even a sign concerning the synagogue, and if you discover the location of the synagogue, the service times are hidden until you answer questions on why you want to know that information.  God revealed Himself to the world through the Israelites.  Jesus was an Israelite.  All the disciples were Jewish.  It is understood in the Gospels that these Jewish individuals were celebrating Jewish feasts.  Israel is different than the rest of the nations.
Mount Sinai was holy.  As God (YHWH) prepared the Israelites for the Law, Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, ‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’”  (Exodus 19:23 NIV)
Apparently, it rained and there were earthquakes while Moses was getting the 10 commandments.  Psalms 68:8 states, “The earth quaked; The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of God; Sinai itself quaked at the presence of God, the God of Israel.”
The Most Holy Place was holy.  “Hang the curtain from the clasps and place the ark of the Testimony behind the curtain. The curtain will separate the Holy Place from the Most Holy Place.”  (Exodus 26:33)
The altar and all it touches will be holy.  In Exodus 29:37 it says, “For seven days make atonement for the altar and consecrate it. Then the altar will be most holy, and whatever touches it will be holy.”
All the furniture of the tabernacle was to be holy.  “Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and shall consecrate it and all its furnishings; and it will be holy.” (Exodus 40:9)  All these articles in the tabernacle were set apart to serve in this special tent.
The Israelites were to determine what is holy. It talks about it in Leviticus 10:10, “You must distinguish between the holy and the common, between the unclean and the clean.”
If we are to evaluate and make judgments, we need to know what the word “holy” means.  It may seem easy to decide that God is holy, but how about which piece of furniture is holy?  
2. Definition of “Holy”
The word that we use, “holy,” when translated “apart,” is used 50 times.  As “to set apart,” it is used 23 times, and as “sacred,” it is used 29 times in the NAS95.  We have already shown a number of uses of the word holy in the preceding paragraphs.  “Sanctify” is “to be set apart or consecrated.”  And “saint” is “a sacred or different type of person.”  (Psalm 16:3[footnoteRef:89]) [89:  Psalm 16:3 As for the saints who are in the earth, They are the majestic ones in whom is all my delight.] 

3. What is holy?
Marriage is one of God’s illustrations of the term Holy.  Marriage means being given to one man/woman we love and cherish.  Holy means being given to one God we love and cherish.  In marriage we are set apart for, in my case, one woman.  I want the best for Karen, which is one of the best definitions of love.
The first mention of Holy is in Genesis 2:3, “Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.”  God rested on the seventh day and he set apart the seventh day as special.
Let us go to Exodus 3:5 where it states, “‘Do not come any closer,’ God said. ‘Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.’”  Even dirt can be holy.  Now what makes one square inch of dirt different than another inch of dirt?  Most ladies that clean their houses choose to consider all dirt, grime and dust as gone.  I’ve even watched wives in Third world countries with dirt floors in their houses; sweep their houses of unwanted dust.  The answer, of course, is that God is in this place, with an ever burning bush on this ground.  Where God is, there is holiness, because God is without sin.  He is different, apart, separate and unique.
Holy becomes much less sanctimonious if we use the word “separate” or “different” rather than holy.  Holy has all kinds of sidebars that fog up the window of our understanding.  The longer you have been in church, the more fog is likely to be on your spiritual window.  Apart, separate, and different are good words which you can substitute for holy in the twenty-first century.
So what does the word holy mean?  The Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament [footnoteRef:90] tells me the word comes from Canaanite temple prostitutes.  At first, this really bothered me, but then I realized God is not pious; He is Holy.  In comparison, God understands me far more than the temple prostitute is different from other women.  The word is separate.  If you wish, you could say “Our Father in Heaven, separate is your name.”  God is not like other gods.  God is unique.  He is unlike others.  He is separate and alone. God is holy! [90:  Editor Kittel, Gerhard Friedrich, Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, Grand Rapids, 1968.  Vol VI, pg 586-7
] 

4.  Universe or Polyverse
If there were other gods like Jehovah, we would call our universe a polyverse.  But our God has created a universe that where His lowest thought is higher than our highest thought.  (Isaiah 55:9)   Yet as we look at spiral galaxies and realize these are millions of millions of years away and apparently each dot is a separate star it helps us to understand how large God’s playground is and how small we are.  When we do that, we come to our best grip on understanding the size of God.  We get near understanding God’s cognitive power when we read Psalm 147:4, “He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them.”  He has even named each star.
God is awesome and God is holy.  And when we decide our school needs this or that because the government school is this or that, we tread on very thin ice.  When we decide that because the government calls a church a corporation, that we are a corporation instead of a hospital that heals souls, we walk where angels fear to go.  
“What’s wrong with it?” is the wrong question.  “What brings us closer to our Savior?” is the right question.  God is proud to be different.  We should worry when we are trying to be like everyone else.
B. What is sin?
Since we determined that holiness is apartness, what is God apart from?  The middle letter of sin is “I.” It is impossible for us to think of others first all the time. We want to do what we want to do when we want to do it. We treat others kindly when it is convenient for us. We immediately feel uncomfortable or angry when this is pointed out.  This is the “I” in sin. The core of mankind is sin. 
And that is why God no longer walks with us in the garden. God is holy, we are not.  We are sinful and God is not.  God is different and without sin. God cannot be around sin.
Selfishness is another way to describe sin. The need to be first in line in kindergarten or the best at the county fair, president of the corporation, or the fastest car on the road, are examples of pride, and frequently, selfishness.  It is making sure the guy passing on the right cannot make it into traffic in front of you.  It is selfish to walk over or talk over another person.  Selfishness is the girl that is unhappy because her girlfriend is happy with her ex-boyfriend.  It is the very need to be first across the finish line.  It is not doing our homework when we know it is what we should do, because it is our time.  From capitalizing our names to indicate that we are important, to needing a short line at the bank or supermarket, we are selfish.  Selfishness is not putting others first.  God made us, why cannot God control us? That is because of our need to do what we want to do.  It is our time, never mind what trivia we would be doing if we were not standing in line these minutes.
Sidebar:  When we make things like robots, we create them to do what we request.  It is a point of our sin nature. When God created us, He created a being that could spit in His face, and so we did[footnoteRef:91].  God made us for fellowship, but allows us to do our own desires.  In creating us, He shows yet another venue to His awesome nature.  We have a God to be worshiped and praised. [91:  Romans 3:23] 

You say, “Hey, I am a teacher, I help people every day.”  “I am a clerk in the store.”  “I help people at the bank.”  “I scrub floors, or help heal people.”  So when we help others, we want something that satisfies us because it is the “I” that needs to be fed.  We expect recognition, money, fame and an article in the paper, a slap on the back, or a good word.  We want people to think good things about us if we do the good deed, and we, like Elijah, run to the desert of ourselves when it does not happen.
We frequently think of sin in terms of murder or gossip. Murder kills the body, gossip kills the soul.  Murder (I hate him), stealing (I want what he has), and lying (I want to get out of trouble or get him in trouble) and are simply symptoms of our sin nature.
Sin is pride.  Because Cain’s offering was not as good as Abel’s offering, So, Cain killed his brother.    Pride, by the way, which also has an “I” as the middle letter, is the essence of Sin.  The original sin was pride in Isaiah 14:12-19. In verse 13 and 14, Isaiah pens the following, “But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north.  I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’” and Ezekiel 28:12-19, in verse 17, Ezekiel writes, “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor.”  While these are difficult prophetic passages, many understand them to be discussing the fall of Lucifer.
Why would Paul say in ITimothy 6:10, “For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” Discretionary money allows us to do what we want to do, when we want to do it.  I am a great sinner; it is one of the things I do best.  I can think of all kinds of things I cannot afford today, that with ten or one-hundred million dollars I could buy.  Hey, let the poor and needy suffer one more day, I want my Lear jet to bring me a hot Chinese dinner from Beijing.  This is why an American dog is fed better than a child in Africa.  We have the discretionary income that allows us to do what we want to do, when we want to do it.  We love our animals, so we take care of them.
Inversely, no part of God is sinful.  Therefore God is love.  Like a good father, he has a God-to-man talk with us in I John 4:11 when He says, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”  God can do anything He wants, the way He wants, when He wants it.  God is love.  God naturally goes outside of Himself.  The closer you get to God, the more you feel His care.  Why? Do we deserve it?  Absolutely not!  We get His love and care because it is God’s nature is to love even the unlovely.  This is the concept of grace.
Frequently, we read stories about people who do amazing things to save other people from danger.  They hang off cliffs.  They fly airplanes thousands of miles in severe weather to drop medication to a dying doctor.[footnoteRef:92]  They fly helicopters a distance beyond safety in order to pluck a sick seaman off a sinking ship. In a real sense, this is holiness.  Even if they are the most ungodly individuals in the world, they are showing God’s image in their behavior on the day of their bravery.  James 1:22 says, “But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers who delude themselves.”  Holiness is a state of mind.  Holiness is action.  God loved us so much He sent His Son to die … so we would not perish.  (John 3:16)  Lovers help each other as part of what they do. [92:  http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/06/25/2608384.htm] 

Holiness or Sanctification is allowing God to be first in our lives. Holiness is a way of thinking. It is leaving ourselves behind and putting God first and then others next.  It is arranging our priorities correctly. It is putting the “I” in “sin” the part of our psyche in second place to our Savior.  Theologically, “sin” should be spelled, “iSi.” God or Savior should be in the center of our mindset; we should be on the edges.  Two verses come immediately to mind.  James said, “This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of God our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”[footnoteRef:93]   And John the Baptist said it best not long before he lost his head over a pretty girl’s dance, “He must increase, but I must decrease.”[footnoteRef:94] [93:  James 1:27]  [94:  John 3:30] 

In the Garden of Eden before the fall, God could walk and enjoy His creation and creatures.  As Genesis opens, God is visible as He walks with Adam and Eve through the Garden.  As Genesis progresses, God becomes less visible.  He talks to Noah, and walks with Abraham as they discuss the fate of Sodom.  The Angel of the Lord fights with Jacob, changes his name to Israel, and makes him to limp the rest of his life.  But by Exodus, God speaks less frequently and is hidden with the exception of Moses.  In Exodus, when they wanted to talk to God, they prayed.  When we read in I Timothy 6:16, “who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.”  This doesn’t say God doesn’t have a body, only that our eyes cannot see Him. In Exodus 33:20, God explains, “You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!”  God is just doing men and women a favor by keeping Himself hidden.  If He was available to see, we would die.  A gracious, loving God keeps himself hidden so we can live.




He said also, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.
Exodus 3:6




CHAPTER SIX
GLORY OF GOD

Ezekiel 11:23 states, “The glory of the LORD went up from the midst of the city and stood over the mountain which is east of the city. There is more to glory than just light.  It stood, as in Moses asking to see the Glory of God and seeing a back.”
One of the problems I have with a 100% invisible God is the glory of God.  Men can see the glory of God.  In Exodus 33:18, Moses asks, “I pray Thee, show me Thy glory!”  And in verse 22, God says, “While My glory is passing by,” you will see my back.  There appears to be a relationship between the kabod[footnoteRef:95] or glory of God and his back in this passage.  Moses was looking at the back of God as it emitted glory. [95:  Ichabod Crane is the protagonist in Washington Irving’s The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and mentioned in 1Samuel 4:21 “And she called the boy Ichabod, saying, "The glory has departed from Israel," because the ark of God was taken and because of her father-in-law and her husband.”  (NAS95)  Glory is Kabod in Hebrew.  Ichabod is the negative, or Glory is departed.] 

In Exodus 16:7 in the RSV we read, “And in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD.” What is the “glory” of YHWH? First, we must recognize that the “glory” is something that will be seen. Secondly, the word “glory” is an abstract word. If we look at how this word is paralleled with other words in poetical passages of the Bible, we can discover the original concrete meaning of this word. In Psalm 3:3 the kavod of God is paralleled with his shield, and in Job 29:20 Job's kavod is paralleled with his bow. In Psalm 24:8 we read “who is this king of the kavod, YHWH is strong and mighty, YHWH is mighty in battle.” The original concrete meaning of kavod is battle armaments. This meaning of “armament” fits with the literal meaning of the root of kavod which is “heavy” as armaments are the heavy weapons and defenses of battle. In the Exodus 16:7, Israel will “see” the “armament” of YHWH, who is the one who has done battle for them with the Egyptians. [footnoteRef:96] [96:  http://www.ancient-hebrew.org/27_glory.html] 

How does an invisible, ethereal “being” have either a back or a way to have glory?  Moses was so close to God that he was required to wear a veil when he was with the people because it was hard to look at him, because of the Glory of God shining in him.[footnoteRef:97]  In Exodus 24: 9-11, in these three verses in this one passage, Moses writes, “he saw” God, three times in these three verses.  Four times Moses saw God in Exodus 3, 20, 24, and 33-34, each time as Moses is in God’s presence.   [97:  Exodus 34: 29-35] 

Even if we take into account that in the epilogue of Deuteronomy, “Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,” if only Moses saw God, and no other human in history saw God or God’s glory, God has to have some sort of body some of the time. 
In the New Testament there are a number of uses of glory.  Romans 3:23 states, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” We are judged because we cannot come to the level of God’s glory.  But once salvation is ours, we no longer live to please ourselves, but to strive toward God’s Glory.  “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” [footnoteRef:98] [98:  I Corinthians 10:31] 

I Timothy 6:15-16 states, “He who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see.”  Glory is interconnected to God and His presence.  When Moses saw God, he saw God’s presence: His glory. By the way, this passage does not prove God does not have a body, only that we cannot see God.
As I read Isaiah and Ezekiel I felt there was more I needed to understand about a visible God, which ultimately led me to write on this topic.  In Ezekiel chapter one, verse 28, it describes what appears to be God in Heaven. “As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.”
“Then the glory of the Lord went up from the cherub to the threshold of the temple, and the temple was filled with the cloud, and the court was filled with the brightness[footnoteRef:99] of the glory of the Lord.”  (Ezekiel 10:4) [99:  sparkle of amber, http://www.scripture4all.org/OnlineInterlinear/OTpdf/eze1.pdf] 

Apparently, the Shekinah glory is going to be the light of Heaven as Revelation 21:23 states, “And city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.”
As Matthew tries to describe this glory he states, “And led them up on a high mountain by themselves.  And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.”[footnoteRef:100]  As Mark tries to describe this Shekinah[footnoteRef:101] glory at the Transfiguration, he states, “And His garments became radiant and exceedingly white, as no launderer on earth can whiten them.”[footnoteRef:102]  In Luke 9:28-29, he states, “He took along Peter and John and James, and went up on the mountain to pray. And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and His clothing became white and gleaming.” [100:  Matthew 17:1-2]  [101:   The Shekinah literally means "the dwelling".  It is the majestic presence or manifestation of God which has descended to "dwell" among men.  The term was used by the Rabbis in place of "God"  ]  [102:  Mark 9:3] 

In the book of Exodus, just before and after the giving of the Decalogue we hear about the glory of the Lord.  Exodus 16:7 and 10, “and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, for He hears your grumblings against the LORD”, and … “they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.”
And after the giving of the Ten Commandments, we see the, “The glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud. And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the mountain top.”  (Exodus 24:16-17)
When Moses was given the Decalogue the second time in Exodus 34, Moses had been with God for 40 days the first time.  According to Moses, he ate lunch with God in Exodus 24 and went back on the mountain a second time.  When he came down from the mountain he had the Shekinah glory, probably like the moon is to the sun.
It came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the testimony were in Moses' hand as he was coming down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him.   So when Aaron and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.  Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers in the congregation returned to him; and Moses spoke to them.  Afterward all the sons of Israel came near, and he commanded them to do everything that the LORD had spoken to him on Mount Sinai.  When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face.  But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take off the veil until he came out; and whenever he came out and spoke to the sons of Israel what he had been commanded, the sons of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone. So Moses would replace the veil over his face until he went in to speak with Him.[footnoteRef:103] [103:  Exodus 34:29-35, NAS95] 

In the New Testament, we see God’s glory should affect our lives.  I Corinthians 11:7 indicates, “For a man ought not to have his head covered, since he is the image [Greek: statue] and glory of God; but the woman is the glory of man.”  For more information on this, please refer to the comments in Chapter Three and Chapter Ten.
God’s Shekinah glory is so powerful it permeated Moses to the point the people asked for Moses to put on a veil.  Apparently, it is like driving into the sun at the sun at sunrise or sunset.  It is relief when the sun, as we view it, goes behind a hill or bank of clouds.
Dr. Luke describing Paul’s meeting with Jesus states in Acts 9:3-9, “As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him… Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus.  And he was three days without sight.”
We were able to view a solar eclipse on Sunday, May 20, 2012, between 17:00 and 20:00 here on the West Coast of the USA.  If one looks directly at the sun, it will cause blindness.  There are at least two occasions in my memory where when people looked at the sun, blindness has occurred.  On February 4, 1962, military personnel in Hawaii watched the partial eclipse and some burned out the centers of their retinas.  Their vision went from 20/20 to 20/200 the next day.  In time most recovered but some permanently lost their visual sharpness.[footnoteRef:104] [104:  http://www.abc.net.au/science/articles/2004/06/10/1128950.htm] 

This is a personal memory of the Java Solar Eclipse in the 1990’s.  Around 70 people went permanently blind with many more that had temporary blindness.
On August 11, 1999, because of the Java and other solar eclipses, the Middle East was covered with warnings and there were relatively few blinding victims, but still there were some that had temporary problems with eyesight.[footnoteRef:105] [105:  http://www.straightdope.com/columns/read/2585/will-looking-directly-at-a-solar-eclipse-make-you-go-blind] 

I find it interesting, that there are few blinding in the Old Testament, but Saul called Paul was blinded in Acts 9 as he talked with the blinding light called the Lord.
In Hebrews 1:3, we find that Jesus looks like God’s radiance. “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”
There has to be something to emote “presence” or glory[footnoteRef:106].  This is seen in a number of places in the Old Testament.   [106:  Glory also translated brightness comes from the words kabod in Hebrew and doxa in Greek] 

“Then a cloud covered the tent of the meeting, and the glory of the LORD [Jehovah] filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of the meeting, because the cloud had settle on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.”  (Exodus 40:34-35)  So Moses could stand in the cleft of the rock with only God’s hand shielding the Shekinah glory, but Moses could not walk into the tabernacle with this glory.  
As John concludes in the Apocalypse he states in 21:25, “And in the daytime (for there shall be no night there) its gates shall never be closed;” This verse is further clarified in Revelation 22:5 (NASB) “And there shall no longer be [any] night; and they shall not have need of the light of a lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign forever and ever.”
I drive to work most mornings just as the sun rises.  I frequently think about these verses and, personally, I much prefer the before dawn light to the bright sunlight that hurts my eyes.  I use sunglasses, my sun-visor and look away to avoid the harsh, hurting rays of direct sunlight.  
I’d like to take a quick scan of some of the verses that show God’s glory in Scripture.
“And Moses said, This is the thing which the LORD commanded that ye should do: and the glory [kabod] of the LORD [Jehovah] shall appear unto you.” (Leviticus 9:6)  So in this passage it clearly states Moses could visibly view God’s glory.  
“And Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting.  When they came out and blessed the people, the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people.”  (Leviticus 9:23)  This verse states that God’s Glory could be seen by all the Israelites.
“But all the congregation said to stone them [Moses and Aaron] with stones. Then the glory of the LORD appeared in the tent of meeting to all the sons of Israel.” (Numbers 14:10)  Notice that the glory of Jehovah was able to stop harm against Moses and Aaron.
“Thus Korah assembled all the congregation against them at the doorway of the tent of meeting.  And the glory of the LORD appeared to all the congregation.”  (Numbers 16:19)  Jude 1:11 talks about the rebellion of Korah.  God shows his pleasure of Moses and Aaron and displeasure of Korah and the 250 families in this rebellion or civil war against Moses in Numbers 16: 1-42.
I Kings 8:11 and II Chronicles 5:14 and II Chronicles 7:2 all state about the same words, “So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of the LORD or God.”  This glory is powerful.  It overrides the will of men. 
“Let the glory of the LORD endure forever.”  (Psalm 104:31)  God’s glory will last from now through eternity.
“And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.”  (Isaiah 40:5)  God’s glory will shine across the globe to all men.
 “As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance.  Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD.  And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.”  (Ezekiel 1:28)  This glory is not white light, but rather is like a rainbow in color.
Revelation 21:11 states, “…having the glory of God.” Her brilliance was like a very costly stone, as a stone of crystal-clear jasper.
“And the city has no need of the sun or of the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God has illumined it, and its lamp is the Lamb.”   Revelation 21:23
In Exodus 33:18 to 23, Moses demanded to see God, and was granted his wish.  There is a variance between Exodus 24:9-11 and Exodus 33:18.  It is quite clear that Moses and the elders “SAW the God [Elohim] of Israel” in Chapter 24.  But in Chapter 33, Moses is requesting to be shown what God looks like, not just his God’s glory [kabod.]  This is clear from verse 33:20, where God says, “You cannot see My face.”
Stephen, as he transitioned between being temporal and eternal sees into heaven, “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into Heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”[footnoteRef:107] [107:  Acts 7:55] 

As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?”  And he said, “Who are You, Lord?” And He said, “I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, but get up and enter the city, and it will be told you what you must do.” The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.  (Acts 9:3-7)







And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh unto his friend. And he turned again into the camp: but his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle.
Exodus 33:11 (KJV)

CHAPTER SEVEN
WINGS AND SHADOW OF GOD
I have included these comments because God being God can look anyway He chooses.  Should God choose, He can have wings or be wingless.  God can be a bush or in a bush.  God does not need to look like a man, and in fact, in Scripture presents himself in many and various manners.  In fact, Hebrews 1:1 states, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways.”  Scripture itself indicates God can speak without a body, with a body or as a bush[footnoteRef:108] if He desires.  God can look like a squid if He chooses. [108:  Exodus 3:2-4, Exodus 3:2, “The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not consumed.  So Moses said, "I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the bush is not burned up."  When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, "Moses…”] 

Many Scriptures refer to either wings or the shadow of God.  Psalms 91:4 says, “He will cover you with his feathers.  He will shelter you with his wings.  His faithful promises are your armor and protections.”
Ruth 2:12 refers to the wings of God.  “The LORD [Jehovah] recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD [Jehovah] God [Elohim] of Israel, under whose wings [kanaph] thou art come to trust.”
 “So the relation between taking refuge under God's wings on the one hand and leaving home to care for Naomi on the other hand, is that being under God's wings enabled Ruth to forsake human refuge and give herself in love to Naomi. Or another way to say it is that leaving home and loving Naomi are the result and evidence of taking refuge in God.”[footnoteRef:109] [109:  http://www.soundofgrace.com/piper84/070884m.htm  ] 

This is the strongest and weakest argument in this book, depending on how you reason.  Of the approximately 70 verses in the English Bible using “shadow,” many of these verses in Scripture using shadow are figures of speech for death.  Several talk about a branch or mountain shadow, but nine of these verses appear to be talking about God.  Most appear to be figures of speech.  God may have wings, as cherubs or plural cherubim.  They appear to have wings twice as wide as they are tall.[footnoteRef:110] Talking about the Ark of the Covenant with a cherub on each side, II Chronicles 3:11 states, “The wingspan of the cherubim was twenty cubits; the wing of one, of five cubits, touched the wall of the house, and its other wing, of five cubits, touched the wing of the other cherub.”  But cherubs also have four faces[footnoteRef:111] and Lucifer was the “anointed cherub” as stated in Ezekiel 28:14.  If God has wings, it must be one of the views of God.  I tend to take God’s wings figuratively.  If we look like God and we are made in His image, and we do not have wings, my argument would be stronger if God didn’t have physical wings.   [110:  1 Kings 6:24-26, 2Chronicles 3:11]  [111:  Ezekiel 10:14] 

However, in the poetry section of Scripture, selections are full of figures of speech which mention God’s wings several times.  Psalm 17:8 states “Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings.”  “How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!  And the children of men take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.” (Psalm 36:7)  “Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, for my soul takes refuge in You; And in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge until destruction passes by.” (Psalm 57:1)  “For You have been my help, and in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy.”  (Psalm 63:7)  “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.”  (Psalm 91:1) “For You have been a defense for the helpless, a defense for the needy in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shade from the heat; for the breath of the ruthless is like a rain storm against a wall.”  (Isaiah 25:4)  “And he hath made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me a polished shaft; in his quiver hath he hid me.”  (Isaiah 49:2)  “And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I have covered thee in the shadow of mine hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people.”  (Isaiah 51:16)
Only one time in the New Testament is the term “shadow” mentioned.  “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.”  (James 1:17)




Since that time no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face.
Deuteronomy 34:10




CHAPTER EIGHT
VIEW OF GOD IN HEAVEN
God reveals himself many ways in many locations at many times.[footnoteRef:112]   There are several passages where we see God on his throne.  Consider Stephen in his last minutes on this earth.  It is revealed in Acts 7:55, “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into Heaven and saw the glory [doxa] of God [Theos], and Jesus standing at the right hand of God [Theos].” [112:  Hebrews 1:1] 

In this short verse we find two persons of the Godhead.  If Jesus is standing at the right hand, then God is apparently sitting on His throne.  Spirits may have a difficult time standing or sitting.  
Isaiah in Chapter 40:22 states that God is sitting.  “It is He who sits above the circle of the earth and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.”
Asaph states in Psalm 77:16, “The waters saw Thee, O God; The waters saw Thee, they were in anguish; The deeps also trembled.”  This is a song of Asaph sung by the Temple choir and may well be figurative speech since most of us have not seen either quiet water or active water with eyes or a way to view God.  In Acts in our story about Stephen, we understand that God is sitting.  In Psalms we read “waters” which since H2O doesn’t have eyes, we understand as anthropomorphism.  Anthropomorphism is combining anthropos Greek word for man, and morphe or form.  It is giving God the characteristics of man.  An example of anthropomorphism would be, “But the waters see [raah] to see] “[footnoteRef:113] which Moses used in to designate Elohim.  And so, we understand that God sees. [113:  Exodus 24:10] 

Isaiah in 6:1-5 saw God in His temple.
In the year of King Uzziah's death, I saw the Lord [Adonay] sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings; with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, The whole earth is full of His glory.”
And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, [Melek] the Lord [YHVH] of hosts.” 
Isaiah was used to walking in and out of the palaces of kings and talking with kings.  So it was not unique for Isaiah to see a king.  When God shows Himself to Isaiah, He shows himself in His throne room as King.
Then I noticed from the appearance of His loins and upward something like glowing metal that looked like fire all around within it, and from the appearance of His loins and downward I saw something like fire; and there was a radiance around Him.  As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking.  (Ezekiel 1:27-28)
Then I looked, and behold, a likeness as the appearance of a man; from His loins and downward there was the appearance of fire, and from His loins and upward the appearance of brightness, like the appearance of glowing metal.  And He stretched out the form of a hand and caught me by a lock of my head; and the Spirit lifted me up between earth and Heaven and brought me in the visions of God [Elohim] to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north gate of the inner court, where the seat of the idol of jealousy, which provokes to jealousy, was located.  (Ezekiel 8:2-3) 
Daniel appears to be describing the same person.
I kept looking until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow, And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire.  A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened.  (Daniel 7:9 -10)
John refers to God is his vision.
And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands;  and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle.  And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.  
And in His right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength.  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, "Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last.  (Revelation 1:12-17)




The waters saw Thee, O God; The waters saw Thee, they were in anguish; The deeps also trembled. 
Psalm 77:16




CHAPTER NINE
THE GOD WE CAN FEEL:  God’s Psyche
We read in Genesis, God saying, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness.”  Is this the likeness of His personality or is this His likeness in physical nature or both?  
The characteristics of God, sometimes called the Attributes of God include many of the same characteristics as mankind.  In this chapter, I want to include some of the mental and emotional characteristics of God as they appear to be our emotions as well.  Some are of God’s character alone that separate man from God.  At one time, we had some of these characteristics, like living forever, and we gave these attributes away in the Fall.  One bite and we lost living on a perfect earth forever.
ANGER:  According to Dictionary.com it means great resentment.  Most of the definitions in Dictionary.com and Merriam-Webster Dictionary include the word “angry.”  Synonyms include irate, incensed, enraged, infuriated, furious, mad, provoked, and irritated.  The Greek word, haron is uses 41 times, all describing God’s burning anger. [footnoteRef:114]   [114:  Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary, page 4, anger, ] 

Anger is a characteristic of all humans, but especially those with large amounts of testosterone.  Men appear much angrier than women.  We rarely hear of women starting wars.  There are three prisons for females in California; there are 30 for men.  Men get angry and do stupid, dangerous, and evil things that land them in prison.

For a short time I was a volunteer chaplain at a local Juvenile center[footnoteRef:115] near my home.  I worked with 72 teenage boys on Friday evening.  Each one that talked to me, talked about his anger and the “stupid” things he did while he was angry.  I did a study from the Bible over several months on anger during chapel and the room was so crowded they limited the number of boys that could be in the room.  Anger is not sin. Ephesians 4:26 states, “BE ANGRY, AND YET DO NOT SIN; do not let the sun go down on your anger.”  Anger and sin are related, but are not equivalent.  God can be angry and be holy.  Both men and God get angry.  Depending on what you get angry about and what you do about that anger, is what can make it sin. [115:  Orin Allen Youth Rehabilitation Facility, Byron, California  (1997-1999)] 

 “…like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in His anger and in His wrath.”  (Deuteronomy 29:23)
“Because they have forsaken Me and have burned incense to other gods that they might provoke Me to anger with all the work of their hands, therefore My wrath burns against this place, and it shall not be quenched.”  (II Kings 22:17)
“He also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.”  (Revelation 14:10)
ETERNAL:  In some ways, this fact about God is similar to His self-existence. God always has been and will forever be, because God dwells in eternity. Time is His creation. It is why God can see the end from the beginning, and why He is never surprised by anything. If He were not eternal, God’s promise of eternal life for those who follow Jesus would have little value. 
We all know from an early age we are going to die cognitively, but we can’t imagine it because our emotions understand we are eternal.  “So that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (John 3:15-16) Twice in two verses Jesus, talking to Nicodemus, states we have eternal life.
Eternal and Forever are two terms thrown around in English.  Forever has the idea of beginning but having no ending.  Eternal has the idea of no beginning and no ending.  Actually, erotic love between lovers should be forever, not eternal.  “Love never fails” states I Corinthians 13:8.
FAITHFUL:  God does not ask us to be first; He asks us to be faithful.  Being first has a sin element, if the being first includes, “anger, disputes, dissensions, and factions.”[footnoteRef:116]  God’s faithfulness can be seen from the sunrise each morning to each breath of air.  Faithfulness has the idea that everything God has promised will happen as He said it would happen.  While He speaks in the past, we can confirm it to be true in the future.  This is important because our hope of eternal rest rests on His faithfulness.  Because of God’s faithfulness, He will honor His promise that our sins will be forgiven and that we will live in Heaven with Him forever. [116:  Galatians 5:20] 

Numbers 12:7 states, “Not so, with My servant Moses, He is faithful in all My household,” Deuteronomy 7:9 reads, “Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His commandments.”
“He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.”  (Luke 16:10)
“No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.”   (I Corinthians 10:13)
“Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in doing what is right.”  (I Peter 4:19)
“Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  (Revelation 2:10)  So we see the attribute of God is applied to mankind.
FOREKNOWLEDGE:  Man wants to know the future.  One of the reasons for the Internet and certainly for fortune telling is to know the future.  Because God lives in both the past and future at the same time, God knows what will happen tomorrow and a thousand years from now which is exactly the point of II Peter 3:8.  If we as individuals trust our souls to our Lord and Savior, then He can take care of us.  But if we decide to go out on our own and be our own god, we need to know the future as our own little god.
“For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He also glorified.”  (Romans 8:29-30)
“But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.”  (II Peter 3:8)
GOODNESS:  Our English word “good” comes from “God” with an extra vowel inserted.  Mankind wants peace and goodness to reign in our attitude toward each other.  Good has the idea of being kind and cordial toward men.  Actually the best definition of goodness is the actions of God and we can see goodness in the way Jesus related to people around him in the Gospels.
Goodness is a social concept between men or between God and men. Holy is the character of God.  God is love and from love comes goodness.
“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  (Matthew 5:16)
“And Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good? No one is good except God alone.’”  (Mark 10:18)
“I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep.”  (John 10:11)
“Paul, looking intently at the Council, said, ‘Brethren, I have lived my life with a perfectly good conscience before God up to this day.’”  (Acts 23:1)
HATE:  We frequently think of hate as a sin.  God is perfect and He is hates sin.  It is part of God’s holiness or perfection, that He can’t like sin.
“There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him: Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood, A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, A false witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.”  (Proverbs 6:16-19)
“‘Also let none of you devise evil in your heart against another, and do not love perjury; for all these are what I hate,’ declares the LORD.”  (Zechariah 8:17)
“‘For I hate divorce,’ says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘and him who covers his garment with wrong,’ says the LORD of hosts. So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.”  (Malachi 2:16)
GRACIOUS:  God enjoys giving great gifts to those who love Him, even when they do not deserve it. Grace is the way we describe this inclination. Jesus Christ is the channel through which His grace moves. The Bible says, “The law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.” 
“Just as it is written, ‘JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED.’”  (Romans 9:13)
HOLY:  God’s attribute of holiness has to do with uniqueness, apartness, differentness. God is not like we are.  One of the characteristics I believe that changed at the fall was this holiness on our part.  We need to be like everyone else.  God is proud of the fact He is different.  We long to be different, but when we are different, we find people that are like us.  Thus occurred the “hippy” generation of my youth where everyone was unique as long as they were the same.  The first use of holy in Scripture is to keep the Sabbath holy or sanctified. (Genesis 2:3)
God created us to be pure and perfect like He is perfect.  (Matthew 5:48)
IMMUTABILITY:  This word simply means that God never changes. It is why the Bible says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  A Chinese curse reads, “May you live in interesting times.”   Many men enjoy a day of fishing, doing the same thing all day.  I enjoy a quiet day sitting at my computer.  I don’t want changes, I just want to relax.  Administrators would, for the most part, be unnecessary if nothing ever changed.
JEALOUS:  There are two words that get mixed up in our English speaking culture.
“Envy,” according to http://www.diffen.com/difference/Envy_vs_Jealousy “is the emotion when you want something someone else has.”  Jealousy, according to the same source, “is the emotion when you fear something or someone might be taken away from you.”  God can’t have envy, He has everything.  But God can be jealous of our intentions.  We can leave Him for other gods like television, girlfriends, and cars.  Envy is sin; Jealousy is not sin, at least when God is in charge.
“For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.”  (Deuteronomy 4:24)
“Therefore thus says the Lord GOD; ‘Now I will restore the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of Israel; and I will be jealous for My holy name.’”   (Ezekiel 39:25)
JUSTICE:  Sometimes this attribute is labeled impartial. The Bible says that God is just, but it is His character that defines what being just really is. He does not conform to some outside criteria. Being just brings moral equity to everyone. When there are evil acts, justice demands there be a penalty. Since God is perfect and has never done evil, no penalty would ever be necessary; however, because of His love, God paid the penalty for our evil deeds by going to the cross Himself. His justice needed to be satisfied, but He took care of it for all who will believe in Jesus.
When I was growing in the 1950’s and ‘60’s, mercy was preferred over justice in school and driving, if not everywhere.  Today, especially in the Islamic world and to a great degree in Christianity, which I do not equate with real Christians, justice is accepted as the norm.  Mercy is considered a weakness.
I worked with pre-teens for decades and one of their attributes is fairness or justice.  “It is not fair,” is a daily comment in a sixth grade classroom in California. 
	“So the Lord changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people.”  (Exodus 32:14)
“When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity, and said to the angel who destroyed the people, ‘It is enough! Now relax your hand!’”  (II Samuel 24:16)
In each of these instances, God chose mercy and because God is just, we know that was showing justice.
Henry “Curtis” Jackson was executed in Mississippi on June 06, 2012, even as some of the defendants [his two sisters] pleaded for his life.
Late Tuesday afternoon, Republican Gov. Phil Bryant declined to stop the execution though he said he was “deeply touched” by requests for clemency from the sisters and his brother-in-law.
“There is no question that Mr. Jackson committed these heinous crimes, and there is no clear and convincing evidence that compels me to grant clemency,” Bryant said.
His statement added: “One of these sisters was a stabbing victim, and both of the sisters are mothers of the murdered children. However, as governor, I have the duty to see that justice is carried out.”[footnoteRef:117] [117:  http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/06/05/henry-curtis-jackson-executed-mississippi_n_1572430.html.  July 07, 2012] 

I believe that God and the Bible set up capital punishment in Genesis, but I do not see who wins in a case where the victims state, “Regina Jackson had met with the governor Monday and pleaded for her brother's life. She also wrote Bryant a letter last month saying she ‘just can't take any more killing.’”   My personal opinion is that mercy in this case would have been justice in this singular illustration.
	LOVE is such an important part of God’s character that the apostle John wrote, “God is love.”  This is Agape love. This means that God holds the well-being of others as His primary concern. For a full definition of love, read I Corinthians 13: 4-8.  “Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never fails.”  To see love in action, study the life of Jesus. His sacrifice on the cross for the sins of others is the ultimate act of love. God’s love is not a love of emotion, but of action. His love gives freely to the object of its affection, those who choose to follow His son, Jesus.
The Greeks were smart people; they had several words for love.  English speaking people love their car, pizza, dog and wife. Eros, ἔρως or sexual love might be translated lust as much as love for this Greek word. They had brotherly love, φιλία. Philia or Philadelphia means, “City of brotherly love”.  The Apostle Paul defined ἀγάπη, agape or love best in I Corinthians 13:4-8 listed above.
Other Scriptures involving love were written by the apostle whom Jesus loved.
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God.”  (I John 4:7)
 “The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love. By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.”  (I John 4:8-9)
MEMORY:  “When the bow is in the cloud, then I will look upon it, to remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”  (Genesis 9:16)  God has some way to view the rainbow. God has a memory.  God uses memory clues to help keep His promises.
MERCY: “Mercy is the attribute of God which disposes Him to be actively compassionate.” Since God’s justice is satisfied in Jesus, He is free to show mercy to all those who have chosen to follow Him. It will never end since it is a part of God’s nature. Mercy is the way He desires to relate to mankind, and He does so unless the person chooses to despise or ignore God at which time His justice becomes the prominent attribute. 
“For He says to Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.’”  (Romans 9:15)
MIND:  The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia states there is no exact definition in Scripture.  “Thus the Hebrew ruach is rendered by nouns in I Corinthians 2:16, (‘mind of the Lord,’ with reference to Isaiah 40:13, where ‘ruach YHWH (spirit of Yahweh)’ occurs).  Nous evidently means here the organ or spiritual perception a word borrowed from the Septuagint, where it is sometimes made to stand for lebh (Job 7:17; Isaiah 41:22); sometimes…rendered ‘understanding’ in the King James Version and ‘mind’ in the Revised Version.”[footnoteRef:118] [118:  http://www.biblemaster.com/bible/ency/isb/view.asp?number=6056] 

“But He knew their thoughts, and said to them, ‘Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and a house divided against itself falls.’”  (Luke 11:17)
“As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a whole heart and a willing mind; for the Lord searches all hearts, and understands every intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.”  (I Chronicles 28:9)
OMNIPOTENT:  I like these old theology words, Omnipotent, simply means, all powerful.  ‎Since God is infinite and since He possesses power, He possesses infinite power. He does allow His creatures to have some power, but this in no way diminishes His own. “He expends no energy that must be replenished.” When the Bible says God rested on the seventh day, it was to set an example for us and our need for rest, not because He was tired.
 God does what God wants to do when God wants to do it the way He wants to do it. Plastic money is the closest thing we have to this attribute. It may be the reason we like to shop.  It may be why we strive for wealth. “I will” is stated 1540 times in the Bible.  The first mention is in Genesis 2:18, “And the LORD God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.’”  The second mention is the oft quoted Genesis 3:15, “And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
Here are some important Scriptures that show us that God is omnipotent:
“I know that You can do all things, And that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted.”  (Job 42:2)
“Ah Lord GOD!  Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for You.”  (Jeremiah 32:17)
“Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh; is anything too difficult for Me?”  (Jeremiah 32: 27)
“With people this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  (Matthew 19:26)
“And Jesus said to him, ‘If You can?’ All things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23)
“For nothing will be impossible with God.”  (Luke 1:37)
“And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.”  (Revelation 19:6, KJV)
	OMNIPRESENT has the understanding of infinitude or all places at all times at the same time. This theological term means “always present.” Since God is infinite, His being knows no boundaries. So, clearly He is everywhere. This truth is taught throughout the Bible as the phrase “I am with you always” is repeated 22 times in both the Old and New Testaments. These were even Jesus’ words of assurance just after giving the challenge to His disciples to take His message to the entire world.[footnoteRef:119] This is certainly a comforting truth for all who follow Jesus. [119:  Matthew 28:20] 

If God is everywhere at the same time, then he is in yesterday and tomorrow and is with the first man and the last man on earth at the same moment.
I drive and nearly commute between the Bay Area of California and Orange County.  I make the trip six to eight times a year.  I work in Stockton in another geographical area of California each school day. Wealth makes this distance as we strive to be gods, even clearer.  Man says, “I want to be everywhere at the same time.”  As I write, Tom Cruise is in a custody battle for Suri, his daughter.  He is making a movie in Iceland and visiting his daughter regularly in New York.  While he can’t be in two places at the same time, Tom can be on two continents on the same day. “God knows no boundaries. He is without measure. This attribute by definition impacts all of the others. Since God is infinite, everything else about Him must also be infinite.”[footnoteRef:120]  [120:  http://www.allaboutgod.com/attributes-of-god.htm July 07, 2012] 

Here are some proof texts concerning God’s omnipresence:
“If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.”  (Psalm 139:8)
“‘Am I a God who is near,’ declares the LORD, ‘And not a God far off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places So I do not see him?’ declares the LORD. ‘Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?’ declares the LORD.”  (Jeremiah 23:23-24)
“But will God indeed dwell on the earth?  Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain You, how much less this house which I have built!”  (I Kings 8:27)
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in their midst.”   (Matthew 18:20)
Omnipresent should also allay all our fears.  If God promises to take care of us and He is in tomorrow today.  He already knows the answer to your problem and how it turned out.  There is a Facebook quote, “Two days from today, today will be tomorrow.”  God is not worried about today or tomorrow, He is there. If we have given ourselves to Jesus Christ and He is in the future, we have no reason to worry.  When we worry we are telling God He doesn’t know how to take care of us.
OMNISCIENCE:[footnoteRef:121]  This word means all knowing.  This is the attribute of God by which God perfectly and eternally knows all things which can be known, past, present, and future.  God knows how best to attain His desired ends.  God does not need to be taught as He has perfect knowledge.  God has never needed to go to school as He knows all things.  And because He is infinite and omnipresent, it is impossible to hide from God. [121:  http://www.allaboutgod.com/attributes-of-god.htm June 01, 2012] 

Some important Scriptures concerning God’s omniscience are as follows:
“So the man of God was angry with him and said, ‘You should have struck five or six times, then you would have struck Aram until you would have destroyed it.  But now you shall strike Aram only three times.’”  (II Kings 13:19)
“The LORD looks from heaven; He sees all the sons of men.”  (Psalm 33:13)
“He counts the number of the stars; He gives names to all of them.  Great is our Lord and abundant in strength; His understanding is infinite.”  (Psalm 147:4-5)
Then said Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of hosts, the God of Israel; ‘If thou wilt assuredly go forth unto the king of Babylon's princes, then shall this city be given into the hand of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and thou shalt not escape out of their hand.’ And Zedekiah the king said unto Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. Obey, I beseech thee, the voice of the Lord, which I speak unto thee: so it shall be will unto thee, and thy soul shall live.  (Jeremiah 38:17-20)
“(As it is written, ‘A FATHER OF MANY NATIONS HAVE I MADE YOU’) in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.”  (Romans 4:17)
“Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure.’”  (Isaiah 46:10)
PATIENCE anoch:  The King James frequently uses the phrase, long suffering.  Galatians 5:22, in the NAS95 states, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness...” These are the fruit of the Holy Spirit.  This is God’s definition of His personality and it should be our personality if we are in His Spirit.
In Romans 3:25 it states, “Whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith.” This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed.
	“Strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously.” (Colossians 1:11) This verse uses two separate words for not being quick to anger.
	“Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.”   (II Timothy 4:2)
	“Who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through the water.”   (I Peter 3:20)
“The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”  (II Peter 3:9)
PEACE:  Yourdictionary.com supplies this definition, “Peace describes calmness and tranquility, a time when there are no wars going on or the state of having no war or conflict.”  ISBE has a much better definition, peace “is a condition of freedom from disturbances, whether outwardly, as a nation from war or enemies, or inwardly, within the soul.”  We know that God has the attribute of peace and the following Scriptures support that.
Judges 6:24 states “Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and named it The LORD is Peace.”
“And thus you shall say, ‘Have a long life, peace be to you, and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have.’”  (I Samuel 25:6)
“David built there an altar to the LORD and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. Thus the LORD was moved by prayer for the land, and the plague was held back from Israel.”  (II Samuel 24:25)
“‘There is no peace,’ says my God, ‘for the wicked.’”  (Isaiah 57:21) Inversely, there is peace for the righteous.
“And He said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you; go in peace.’”  (Luke 7:50)
“These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.”  (John 16:33)
“The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all).”   (Acts 10:36)
SELF-EXISTENCE: When Moses asked who he was talking to in the burning bush, God said, “I AM THE ONE WHO ALWAYS IS.” God has no beginning or end. He just exists. Nothing else in the entire universe is self-caused; only God is self-caused. In fact, if anything else had created Him, that thing would be God. This is a difficult concept for our minds since everything else we will ever encounter comes from something other than itself. The Bible says, “In the beginning, God.” He was already there. 
SELF-SUFFICIENCY: The Bible says that God has life in Himself (see John 5:26). All other life in the universe is a gift from God. He has no needs and there is no way He can improve. To God, nothing else is necessary. He does not need our help with anything, but because of His grace and love, He allows us to be a part of advancing His plan on earth and being a blessing to others. We are the ones who change, but never God. He is self-sufficient. 
SOVEREIGNTY:  Sovereignty is the fact that God is in control of everything.  He rules the entire creation.  Because of God also being omniscient and omnipotent, He is able to do what He knows to be best.  This does not make man a puppet; he still has a free will and is responsible for his choices in life.  
TRINITY:  Whether we are a trinity, three parts, or a bipart, two parts, we are more than simply a body.  I learned that flowers are a body, animals are body and soul, but only man is a body, soul, and spirit.
Though the actual word is not used in the Bible, the truth of God revealing Himself in three persons is included. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all called God, given worship as God, exist eternally as God, and are involved in doing things only God could do. Although, God reveals Himself in three persons, God is One and cannot be divided. All are involved completely whenever One of the Three is active.
TRUTH: Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?”  I found an interesting webpage that defined truth using virtues. Richard Garriott's definition is that Truth is “a combination of Honesty, Justice and Honor.”[footnoteRef:122]  This definition uses several of God’s attributes.  My definition of truth is much like that of darkness which is the absence of light.  Truth is the absence of falsehood. [122:  http://wiki.gudinna.com/133] 

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’” God does not lie, but is the truth according to John 14:6. 
“In the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago.”  (Titus 1:2)
“So that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie.”  (Hebrews 6:18)
“God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”  (John 4:24)
“But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.”  (John 4:23)
“For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.”  (Romans 1:25)
 UNITY: The definition in Dictionary.com is as follows: “oneness of mind, feeling, etc., as among a number of persons; concord, harmony, or agreement.”
“Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image.”  (Genesis 1:26)
“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!”  (Psalm 133)
“I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved Me.”  (John 17:23)
“Being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”  (Ephesians 4:3)
“Until we all attain to the unity of the faith.”  (Ephesians 4:13)
“Beyond all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.” (Colossians 3:14)
WISDOM: allaboutgod.com/wisdom-of-god.htm states, “Wisdom is the ability to devise perfect ends and to achieve these ends by the most perfect means.” In other words, God makes no mistakes. He is the Father who truly knows best.
	Paul explains in Romans 11:33, “Oh, how great are God’s riches and wisdom and knowledge! How impossible it is for us to understand His decisions and His ways!”  Wisdom knows how to use knowledge effectively.
Other Scriptures that show the attribute of wisdom as it concerns both God and man include the following:
“When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate.”  (Genesis 3:6)
“Wise in heart and mighty in strength, Who has defied Him without harm?”  (Job 9:4)
“Give instruction to a wise man and he will be still wiser, Teach a righteous man and he will increase his learning.”  (Proverbs 9:9)
“According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it.”  (I Corinthians 3:10)
“Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise.”  (Ephesians 5:15)
“Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.” (James 3:13)
WRATH: and anger according to ISBE both come the same set of Hebrew words. Especially of ‘aph’ (lit. “nostril” “countenance”) There is divine wrath and human wrath. 
“Even at Horeb you provoked the LORD to wrath, and the LORD was so angry with you that He would have destroyed you.”  (Deuteronomy 9:8)
“Again at Taberah …you provoked the LORD to wrath.”  (Deuteronomy 9:22)
“But they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, until there was no remedy.”  (II Chronicles 36:16)
“O Lord, in accordance with all Your righteous acts, let now Your anger and Your wrath turn away from Your city Jerusalem.”  (Daniel 9:16)
“AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, ‘THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.’”   (Hebrews 3:11)






Thou wilt make known to me the path of life; In Thy presence is fullness of joy; In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever.
Psalm 16:11


CHAPTER TEN
PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
God has personality.  But does God have a body?  I started this paper with a limited view and was not even sure I cared.  And as I joyously studied and meditated on Scripture for the last decade, I have come to a fuller understanding which will lead to a different answer than I ever considered until recent days.  
I did start with the assumption that God can see, feel, hear, taste and smell.  God has at least five senses.  Which I believe I believe can be proven in this chapter just as mankind has these senses. Some scholars consider God’s descriptions of Himself as figures of speech which are called anthropomorphisms.  
Let’s look at Genesis 1:27.  “And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.”  “Our image,” in English; The Image of God (Hebrew: צֶלֶם אֱלֹהִים‎‎; tzelem elohim, lit. "image of God", or “Imago Dei” in Latin; “imagen de Dios” in Spanish, each of these translations have the same understanding.  We mortals, humans, homo sapiens, have bodies fashioned not unlike God’s.  If we have bodies and if there is a God, this verse clearly states we were created in God’s image.  This is the crux[footnoteRef:123] of the consideration that God has a body. [123:  The Latin word Crux, means crucifix or cross which is the center of history or the center of the argument] 

“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  (Genesis 2:7) God has lungs and is required to be alive to give mankind life and psyche in order to breathe it into Adam.
When I contemplate “in His own image,” what God looks like, the more I realize “His own image, in the image of God” is the key.  God doesn’t have human physique—we have God’s physique called “human.” God indicates He has a human physique, including hands, face, mouth, eyes, arms, olfactory, and mouth, or a human physique.
“For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.”  (Romans 1:20)
“Who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped.”  (Philippians 2:6)
“But emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.”  (Philippians 2:7)
“And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.”  (Colossians 1:15)
ARM OF THE LORD
“The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms.”  (Deuteronomy 33:27)
 “You Yourself crushed Rahab like one who is slain; You scattered Your enemies with Your mighty arm.”  (Psalm 89:10)
 “You have a strong arm; Your hand is might, Your right hand is exalted.”   (Psalm 89:13)
“Like a shepherd He will tend His flock, In His arm He will gather the lambs and carry them in His bosom.”   (Isaiah 40:11)
“He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.”  (Luke 1:51)
	“Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the LORD; Awake as in the days of old, the generations of long ago.  Was it not You who cut Rahab in pieces, who pierced the dragon?”  (Isaiah 51:9)
 “Who has believed our message?  And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?”  (Isaiah 53:1)
 “That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed?” (John 12:38, KJV)  
BACK OF GOD 
“Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.”  (Exodus 33:23)
“I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.”  (Isaiah 50:6)
“The plowers plowed upon my back: they lengthened their furrows.”  (Psalm 129:3)



CHEEKS (only reference in Bible referring to God)
“I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.”  (Isaiah 50:6)
EARS
  
“In my distress I called upon the Lord, And cried to my God for help; He heard my voice out of His temple, And my cry for help before Him came into His ears.”   (Psalm 18:6)
“In my distress I called upon the Lord, And cried to my God for help; He heard my voice out of His temple, And my cry for help before Him came into His ears.”   (Psalm 18:6)
“Out of the heavens He let you hear His voice to discipline you; and on earth He let you see His great fire, and you heard His words from the midst of the fire.”  (Deuteronomy 4:36)
“In my distress I called upon the LORD, Yes, I cried to my God; And from His temple He heard my voice, And my cry for help [came] into His ears.”  (II Samuel 22:7)
“Because of your raging against Me, And because your arrogance has come up to My ears, Therefore I will put My hook in your nose, And My bridle in your lips, And I will turn you back by the way which you came.” (II Kings 19:28)
“The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous, And His ears are [open] to their cry.”  (Psalm 34:15)
“Lord, hear my voice! Let Thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications.”  (Psalm 130:2)
“Because of your raging against Me, And because your arrogance has come up to My ears.”  (Isaiah 37:29)
“For the eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  (I Peter 3:12)
THE EYE OF THE LORD  
“Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, On those who hope for His loving kindness.”  (Psalm 33:18)
“The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous, and His ears are open to their cry.”  (Psalm 34:15)
“For the eyes of the Lord are toward righteous, and his ears attend to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” (I Peter 3:12)
FACE OF GOD  
“But He said, ‘You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!’”   (Exodus 33:20)
“Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.”  (Exodus 33:23)
“The Lord make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you.”  (Numbers 6:24)
“Turn your face against them.”  (Numbers 14:30)
“I gave My back to those who strike Me, And My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I did not cover My face from humiliation and spitting.”  (Isaiah 50:6)
“Do not hide Thy face from me.”  (Psalm 27:9)
“Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, ‘Behold, I am going to set My face against you for woe, even to cut off all Judah.’”  (Jeremiah 44:11)
FEET
“He bowed the heavens also, and came down With thick darkness under His feet.”  (Psalm 18:9)
“The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at My right hand, Until I you’re your enemies a footstool for your feet.’”  (Psalm 110:1, A Psalm of David)
“And He said to me, ‘Son of man, this is the place of My throne and the place of the soles of My feet, where I will dwell among the sons of Israel forever. And the house of Israel will not again defile My holy name, neither they nor their kings, by their harlotry and by the corpses of their kings when they die.’”  (Ezekiel 43:7)
“Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in subjecting all things to him, He left nothing that is not subject to him. But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.”  (Hebrews 2:8)



FINGER OF GOD
“And when He had finished speaking with him upon Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written by the finger of God.”  (Exodus 31:18)
“Suddenly the fingers of a man's hand emerged and began writing opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king's palace, and the king saw the back of the hand that did the writing.”  (Daniel 5:5)
“And the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone written by the finger of God; and on them were all the words which the Lord had spoken with you at the mountain from the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly.”  (Deuteronomy 9:10)
“Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; You will cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am.’ If you remove the yoke from your midst, The pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness.”  (Isaiah 58:9)
HAND OF THE LORD
“But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into Heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.”  (Acts 7:55)
“And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  (Hebrews 1:3)
“Who is at the right hand of God, having gone into Heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.”  (I Peter 3:22)
“And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst.” (Exodus 7:5)
“Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they beheld God, and they ate and drank.”  (Exodus 24:11)
“Now the Lord said to Moses, ‘Come up to Me on the mountain and remain there, and I will give you the stone tablets with the law and the commandment which I have written for their instruction.’”  (Exodus 24:12)
In two consecutive verses, one states God has a hand, the other begs the question, “How did God give Moses the tablets without a physical hand?”  I know, God can do anything…but God states in verse 11, “His hand.”
“And He rode upon a cherub and flew; And He sped upon the wings of the wind.”   (Psalm 18:10)  When I think of riding a horse, I need legs to go around the animal and I need hands to hold the bridle.  While this may be figurative language, there are two cherubs or cherubim that sit atop the gold crusted Ark of the Covenant.  
“And make one cherub at one end and one cherub at the other end; you shall make the cherubim of one piece with the mercy seat at its two ends.”  (Exodus 25:19)
Everything seems to have a body.  God gives a view of cherubs in Ezekiel 1.
“Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.”  (Exodus 33:23)
God appears to use His hands in many ways.  He can bring pestilence and He can create and wipe tears away.
“Behold, the hand of the Lord will come with a very severe pestilence on your livestock.”  (Exodus 9:3)
“And it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by.”  (Exodus 33:22)
“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  (Genesis 2:7)
Apparently, God has not only hands to form man, but opposing thumbs to create man in the clay.  Somehow God can breathe, indicating he has lungs and a mouth or nose and did use mouth-to-mouth to bring man to life.
“He looks at the earth, and it trembles; He touches the mountains, and they smoke.”  (Psalm 104:32)
 “He will swallow up death for all time, And the Lord God will wipe tears away from all faces, And He will remove the reproach of His people from all the earth; For the Lord has spoken.”  (Isaiah 25:8)
“Behold the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save.”   (Isaiah 59:1)
“Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and hear. For it was not David who ascended into Heaven, but he himself says: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand.’”  (Acts 2:33-34)
“Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.”  (Romans 8:34)
“If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”  (Colossians 3:1)
“And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  (Hebrews 1:3)
“Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens.”  (Hebrews 8:1)
“Who is at the right hand of God, having gone into Heaven, after angels and authorities and powers had been subjected to Him.”  (I Peter 3:22)
“And He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes.”   (Revelation 21:4)
God appears to have hands to wipe tears like a parent wipes tears.  Maybe He even uses Kleenex or handi-wipes.
HEART
When speaking of David, God says that he is a man after God's own heart.  While this may be figurative, God is comparing David's heart to His heart.
“And after He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning whom He also testified and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My will.’”  (Acts 13:22)
MIND
Exodus 32:14, “So the Lord changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people.” 
“When the angel stretched out his hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord relented from the calamity, and said to the angel who destroyed the people, ‘It is enough! Now relax your hand!’”  (II Samuel 24:16)
MOUTH
Psalm 33:6, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made, and by the breath of His mouth all their host.”
II Thessalonians 2:8, “Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming;  [not only can he talk but he has breath.] 
NOSE, or smell
“The Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to Himself, ‘I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man's heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy every living thing, as I have done.’”  (Genesis 8:21)  While this passage does not specifically speak to a nose, it indicates God has the sense of smell.


NOSTRILS
“Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  (Genesis 2:7)
“Smoke went up out of His nostrils, And fire from His mouth devoured; Coals were kindled by it.”  (Psalm 18:8)
SHOULDERS
“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”   (Isaiah 9:6)
SIT
The Bible speaks of a mercy seat, where God sits.  How can God sit if He does not have buttocks?  The Bible also speaks of Jesus being seated at the right hand of God. 
In I Samuel 3:10 it states, “Then the Lord came and stood…”
“And Micaiah said, ‘Therefore, hear the word of the Lord. I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of Heaven standing by Him on His right and on His left.’”  (I Kings 22:19)
“But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”  (Luke 22:69)
“Which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.”  (Ephesians 1:20)
“If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”  (Colossians 3:1)
STAND
“But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into Heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  And he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’”  (Acts 7:55-56)
SHADOW, can a spirit have a shadow?  
“How long, O Lord? Wilt Thou hide Thyself forever? Will Thy wrath burn like fire?”  (Psalm 89:46)
“He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.”  (Psalm 91:1)
BODILY ACTIONS[footnoteRef:124] [124:  http://www.carm.org/open/anthropomorphisms.htm] 

“And He rode upon a cherub and flew; And He sped upon the wings of the wind.”  (Psalm 18:10)
“You have also given me the shield of Your salvation, And Your right hand upholds me; And Your gentleness makes me great.”  (Psalm 18:35)
 “Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, for my soul takes refuge in Thee; and in the shadow of Thy wings I will take refuge, until destruction passes by.”  (Psalm 57:1)
“He will cover you with His pinions, And under His wings you may seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.”  (Psalm 91:4)
While all of these passages may be anthrophorphisms, if we are made in the image of God, why do we call them figures of speech?  I believe the most common or standard way to understand all these passages is to show God to have a body, and for him to use His body much as we do.
VOICE, What does God sound like?
“The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.”  (Psalm 29:3)
“When He utters His voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, And He causes the clouds to ascend from the end of the earth; He makes lightning for the rain, And brings out the wind from His storehouses.”  (Jeremiah 10:13)
“When He utters His voice, there is a tumult of waters in the heavens, And He causes the clouds to ascend from the end of the earth; He makes lightning for the rain, And brings forth the wind from His storehouses.”  (Jeremiah 51:16)
“I also heard the sound of their wings like the sound of abundant waters as they went, like the voice of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army camp; whenever they stood still, they dropped their wings.”  (Ezekiel 1:24)
“Moreover, the sound of the wings of the cherubim was heard as far as the outer court, like the voice of God Almighty when He speaks.”  (Ezekiel 10:5)
“And behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.”  (Ezekiel 43:2)
“His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.”  (Revelation 1:15)
“And I heard a voice from Heaven, like the sound of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps.”  (Revelation 14:2)
“And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns.’”  (Revelation 19:6)
“Then a cloud formed, overshadowing them, and a voice came out of the cloud, ‘This is My beloved Son, listen to Him!’”  (Mark 9:7)
We want people to appreciate what we “do” and create.  This is the idea of worship.  For us to tell God what He is and how good He is at what He does.  God is the only one we are supposed to worship.
“Yet I will exult in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.  The Lord God is my strength, And He has made my feet like hinds' feet, And makes me walk on my high places.”  (Habakkuk 3:18-19)
There are characteristics God possesses which we do not.
WINGS

“Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, for my soul takes refuge in Thee; and in the shadow of Thy wings I will take refuge, until destruction passes by.”  (Psalm 57:1)
“Keep me as the apple of the eye; Hide me under the shadow of Your wings.”  (Psalm 17:8)
“How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God!  And the children of men take refuge in the shadow of Your wings.”  (Psalm 36:7)
“For You have been my help, And in the shadow of Your wings I sing for joy.”   (Psalm 63:7)
“But for you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.”  (Malachi 4:2)



But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated
at the right hand of the mighty God.
Luke 22:69 (NIV)

CHAPTER ELEVEN
GOD IN ESCHATOLOGY
	This was a last minute inclusion into the paper.  I was listening to the New Testament as I drove across the levee and listened to II Thessalonians 1:9-10, “These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed.”  I went back and found the verse on my Apple Shuffle and remembered it all day as I meditated on it among the nouns and verbs I teach each day. If everything is good that God created, and everything is designed to glorify God, then why do we have eyes?  I am sure there are several reasons, but one reason should be so we know when our God, Jesus, comes again in glory and power.  It would seem to this writer that God would need a body to be able to seen in glory and power. We would need eyes to be able to see His glory and power.  
	There are two other verses I found on this topic.  Matthew 24:30 states, “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.” And even the Old Testament speaks to this topic. Zechariah 14:3-4 says, “Then the LORD (YHVH) will go forth and fight against those nations, as when He fights on a day of battle. In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the south.”  
	I did not see this as a long chapter, just a chapter to remind us that God is on his throne and one day this very same God will come in glory and power to earth.  One day He came as a man and was crucified.  Another day this God will come in glory and power and we will see Him.  I am wondering how this is going to be accomplished if God is only a Spirit.  This makes sense to this writer only if God has some sort of body.




But, Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
Acts 7:55



CHAPTER TWELVE
GOD LOOKS LIKE JESUS
A.  John 1:1-14 is about the God that comes in flesh.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.   And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it… There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.  He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.  He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him.  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name,  who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.  (John 1:1-14)
“For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”  (II Corinthians 4:6)


B.  Christ is head of the Church.  His body is the Church.
If we are considering viewing God, this should at least be mentioned.  The church is the body of Christ.
“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.”  (Romans 12:5)
“For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:12)
While clearly a figure of speech, if we are discussing what God looks like, we should not overlook this teaching of Scripture.
“Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, that you might be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, that we might bear fruit for God.”  (Romans 7:4)
“And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.”  (Romans 8:10)
“Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?” (I Corinthians 10:16)
“For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.”  (I Corinthians 12:12)
“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.”  (II Corinthians 5:10)
“I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago-- whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows-- such a man was caught up to the third heaven.”  (II Corinthians 12:2)
“To be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.”  (Ephesians 3:6)
“For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:12)
“For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.”  (Ephesians 5:23)
“For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ.”  (Colossians 2:5)
“And in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.”  (Colossians 2:11)
“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”  (Colossians 3:15)
“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  (I Thessalonians 5:23)
“By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.”  (Hebrews 10:10)
“But speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is the head, even Christ.”  (Ephesians 4:15)
“For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.”  (Ephesians 5:23)


CONCLUSION
Most books start with an outline.  This paper is hundreds of Holy Spirit illuminations that made up this book.  I felt and feel that a dissertation should delve into a microscopic part of all that is known and work to the unknown.  But in a television generation, this topic is virtually ignored and I did look at much of Heaven and hell, and most everything between to handle this topic.  It has been my pleasure to look at it over the last decade.  It has kept me close to my Savior, God, and King.
Because God is God, we see Him in Heaven with a body.  We see the Angel of the Lord with a body; we see angels with a body that look like men.  Supernatural bodies can be visible or invisible.  God cannot be limited to a body, but when God does take on a body, He looks like a man.  Bodies that we understand can only be in one place at a time.  In the upper room, Jesus walked through a wall to enter, and then asked His disciples to touch His nail prints.  God is a spirit, but the God we understand has a body.    Men were created in God’s image.  Immanuel means “God with us.” (Matthew 1:23)  Jesus is God.  In the upper room discourse, the entire point is to show that Jesus is God.[footnoteRef:125]  John 14:7 says, “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him." [125:  John, Chapters 14-17] 

In II Kings 6:17, “Elisha prayed and said, ‘O LORD, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.’ And the LORD opened the servant's eyes and he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.”  This is an important verse.  What is invisible today may be clearly seen 15 minutes from now.  How many of us “see ghosts?” In seminary, I cleaned a Christian school gym most of the night.  It was a huge empty building and no one was in the building except me and my mop.  I frequently saw apparitions dart around corners as I moved the five foot mop around the basketball court.  I am not one to see angels or other heavenly beings, but in seminary, my mind was on God and godly things most of the day and in half a heartbeat, I either saw, or thought I saw something looking at me, disappear around corners.  Eternity is very close.  Viewing the spirit world is an eleven word prayer away according to this verse.
Will God be seen when He returns in glory?  If we will be able to see God as the rock splits in two, God has a visible element.
Could the spirits be seen when the veil of the temple was torn during the passion in Matthew 27?  Will we be like the Sadducees that said there was no resurrection?  Will we say, “God has no body,” when we are told we are made in the image of God?  These are powerful arguments that kind of came off my fingers in frustration as I imagined Jim and Don; these arguments were like from Heaven dropped in my lap.
To my mind, God has to have an image, if He created us in it and expects us to punish, “Eye for eye,” to keep God’s image intact (Leviticus 24:20, Deuteronomy 19:21). Moses required capital punishment to keep God’s image intact.[footnoteRef:126]  The reason for capital punishment is to keep God’s image intact. [126:  Genesis 9:6 "Whoever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man.] 

Stephen in Acts states, “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, ‘Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’”[footnoteRef:127] [127:  Acts 7:55-56] 

	Because God is God, I believe God can choose to have a body or to choose whatever body He wants. In Genesis 12, Jehovah comes to Abraham as a man, “Now the LORD [Yahweh] appeared to him [Abraham] by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day.  When he lifted up his eyes and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earth.”[footnoteRef:128] Yahweh stayed, ate lunch and talked to Abraham about the upcoming destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah.  But in their conversation after lunch, in Genesis 18:16, “The men rose up from there, and looked down toward Sodom; and Abraham was walking with them to send them off.”  God comes as a man.  Two angels come as men.  I do not understand this story if God is a spirit and not flesh.  How do spirits eat?  These were angels in the form of men that could eat, not apparitions, but men with internal organs for eating. [128:  Genesis 18:1-2] 

	In the next chapter, Chapter 19:1, what appears to be the same two men that Abraham walked with and sent off toward Sodom, are described in the text of Scripture, appearing in Sodom as angels.   Hebrews 13:2 indicates angels can look like men.[footnoteRef:129] Manoah, father of Samson, did not know it was an angel. In Judges 16:13, this messenger apparently looked like a man.  In fact, virtually every mention of the image of angels describes them as looking like men.  No wings, no halos, just looking like men that would walk with Abraham toward Sodom and talk to Mary to tell her about her upcoming pregnancy. [129:  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by this some have entertained angels without knowing it.] 

We should not trivialize angels.  The term angel means messenger in Greek.  Frequently, when they show up, they say, “Fear not.”  There is an awesome fearfulness that comes with these “men”.  They can travel at tremendous speeds.  Daniel 9:20 states that in the time it took to pray, an angel traveled from the throne room of God to Daniel. They have great power to help (I Kings 19:5-7) blind (Genesis 19:11).  But we should not worship angels.  Worship is for God alone!
	If God can create angels to look like men, and God made men in His image, I see no problem with God being the Angel of the Lord in Numbers 22:22. This is where the hot anger of Elohim comes in the image of a sword-wielding Angel of the Lord.  God created us to interact with Him and for us to be His children.  This angel of the Lord interacts with Hagar as she gives up and eats her last meal; Moses in the fiery bush; Gideon, as he crushes wine behind the barn, and many others. God interacts and improves their lives.  
	Because God is God, we see him in Heaven, frequently seated.  We see the Angel of the Lord with a body, we see angels with a body.  Bodies can be visible or invisible.  God cannot be limited to a body.  Bodies that we understand can only be one place at a time.  God is a spirit, but the God we understand has a body.  Immanuel means “God with us.” Jesus is God.  In the upper room discourse, (John 13-16)[footnoteRef:130] the entire point is to show that Jesus is God and that God is coming in a spiritual form as the Holy Spirit. [130:  John14:7-11 "If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him."
	Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us."
	Jesus said to him, "Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how do you say, 'Show us the Father'?  Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in Me does His works.  "Believe Me that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me; otherwise believe on account of the works themselves.”
] 

Adam and Eve saw God and walked with Him in the garden.  My question is, if Adam and Eve were naked, was God also naked?  They did not notice their nakedness until they sinned, and apparently God is not uncomfortable in His native state.
God was with Moses on Mount Sinai.  “The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. Then the LORD spoke to Moses, ‘Go down, warn the people, so that they do not break through to the LORD to gaze, and many of them perish.’”  (Exodus 19:20-21)
		In the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6:6 (KJV) it says, “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”  The word secret means hidden, and in this verse we get a clue that God hides His view of Himself from us.  Thus “God is a Spirit” is correct in John 4:24.  
		There are around 50 names for God in the Old Testament.  The Greek New Testament uses the term Theos or God.  In the Old Testament each name has a separate and distinct meaning which helps us understand God.  In the New Testament it is much closer to the English understanding.  God is God.  We don’t see a unique understanding of who God is, Theos is a spirit.
	We would do much better to look for God in Jesus.  “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel, which translated means, ‘God with us.’”  (Matthew 1:23)
	The answer may be in the passage, “By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.”  (Hebrews 11:3)  Maybe God is not made out of things that are visible, but He can uncloak Himself to be seen. 
Men have seen God’s glory and lived.  We are told we can’t see God and live.  Moses saw the back of God and lived in Exodus 33.  Nine chapters’ earlier 73 men including Moses saw God and lived.  Moses asks in Chapter 33, to see God’s Glory.  Whatever Moses saw in Chapter 24, he wanted to see more.   The voice that guided him may have been an internal voice, where Moses knew God was talking to him, but there was no sound.  I have had the opportunity once to hear the Holy Spirit.  As I signed my contract to teach English in August, 1992, I knew God in a flash told me I would be in China the next summer.  The idea had never crossed my mind and it has changed my life as I have gone on a number of short term mission trips since that time.  
It has left me wanting more.  We hold a girl’s hand, we want more.  In time we marry and that is the illustration used in Scripture to describe us, we are the bride of Christ.[footnoteRef:131] [131:  And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.  Revelation 22:17] 

God has a body temporal enough He can write on stone with Moses, and a palace wall with Belshazzar and Daniel.  “And when He had finished speaking with him upon Mount Sinai,  He gave Moses the two tablets of the testimony, tablets of stone, written by the finger of God.” (Exodus 31:18)  In Genesis, Elohim formed the clay to look like Himself.  God walked in the Garden with Adam and Eve, most likely in the form of a man.  Moses could see His back while in the crack in the rock.  God has a body that men have seen through at least the time of Jesus Christ.
God’s face has never been seen. “But He said, ‘You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!’”  (Exodus 33:20)  “Who alone possesses immortality and dwells in unapproachable light; whom no man has seen or can see. To Him be honor and eternal dominion! Amen.”  (I Timothy 6:16)
Somewhere there is a line known only to God.  We can see His glory, seen in both in the Hebrew word kabod in the Old Testament and the Greek doxa in the New Testament.  
“And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”  (Hebrews 1:3)
The exact representation would be better than a mirror.  A mirror is a reversed image of the exact representation.  Paul writes on this topic, “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.  Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”[footnoteRef:132] [132:  Philippians  2:5-8] 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him.  (Colossians 1:15-19)
	I knew when I started this paper, it would not be easy.  God cannot be put in a box.  God cannot have a body because a body limits His ability to be omnipresent.  God has a body, because how does a spirit walk with the patriarchs?  God is a spirit because John states categorically “God is a Spirit.”  God has a body because Moses saw the splendor of God including His head, back and hand.  Several times in Scripture we hear about the eye of the Lord, the ear of the Lord, God turned His face, God walked with Adam and Enoch.   If just one of these mentions is not a figure of speech, then God has a body.  How did God create man in His own image, if He is only a spirit?
There are many sides to God.  The Jewish Rabbis see God as unknowable because He is so infinite.  There is the God that reaches down into the clay and made a man that was close enough to what He looked like and behaved like that He could talk and interact with him.  By the way, most dust is not “white.”  Dirt or dust is brown and/or red.  When we insult our brown brothers for their race or color, we are insulting God who made them and probably looks like them.[footnoteRef:133]  Moses was told he could not look at God and live.  Hagar and Gideon in the Old Testament saw The ANGEL OF THE LORD (YHWH) and began to quake and expected to be killed for seeing Him.  Jacob wrestled with a “man.” Jacob states that he wrestled with Elohim and the “man” changed his name to Isra-el, “One who strives with God (Eloheim).”  How does one wrestle with a spirit?  How does one argue that Jacob was a man or that Elohim, described as a man, looked and behaved as a man?  [133:  Genesis 2:7 Then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.  Dirt is dark and Adam was probably dark.  ] 

God is described as high and lifted up as Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1 show.  But I think the God of the Tanach wants us to see Him as one of us, like the traditional story of the king walking around in pauper’s clothes to experience and interact with the people he ruled.  Elohim made Adam and Eve and walked with them in the cool of the evening.
There is so much to this one question, that a suggestion for additional research in another paper might be the following:  Elohim is the word God uses to show Himself when creating the world and mankind.  Elohim is the word God uses to show himself to Ezekiel.  Many of the passages used in this paper are using Elohim.  I have wondered many times if the God that shows Himself to mankind as a man is Elohim.  There are times this seems true and times I am sure this is not true.
“He said also, ‘I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ Then Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.” [Elohim]  (Exodus 3:6)
Moses saw Elohim while barefoot looking at a burning tree.  The Holy Writ says he was looking at God.  God appears to be able to be viewed in different forms, if Moses could hear God but was looking at a continuous burning tree.
We never see a God that looks like anything other than a man.  God is never described as a squid or pachyderm.  In the heavens, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Daniel and John all see a man-like figure.  When Jacob fights all night, he is fighting with a man, who can talk and make him limp and tell him the future.
When God looks in the mirror, He sees Jesus.  When Jesus looks in the mirror, He sees God.  God looks like us, or more accurately, we look like God.
So what does the Invisible God look like?  He is in the locale of the spirit world.  We normally cannot identify angels; we cannot see most of the spirit world which we accept by faith.  God does move between our world of time and distance and eternity at will, and like the fat lady that we need to hug and chalk, we cannot see all of God and God’s glory [kabod/doxa] and if we could, He would not be God.  
We cannot put God in a box and tell Him He must be visible or invisible.  God does what God wants to do.  I see God’s handiwork in insects with the hundreds of thousands of different bodies He created.  But I reject the notion that God is a rock, squid or mosquito.  God can walk on water, God can walk through a crowd undetected, Jesus is God, and He looks like mankind.
There seems to me that there are three options.  Either God has a human body, or He has a non-human body, or He is a spirit without a body.  How does one sit at the right hand of a concentration of oxygen or sit at the right hand of the wind?  Would we be impressed with a squid sitting on the left hand of Jesus?
As I read the Scriptures, God appears to be needy in the sense that He wants to meet and talk with men.  God is a social being, wanting to be worshiped by His creation.  Some have stated that God would not be God if He lacked anything.  God is Love.[footnoteRef:134]  Love needs an object to love. God’s attribute of love, loved to the point He created mankind to love Him and worship Him.   But God’s justice made mankind so he had free will to love or hate or ignore Him.  When I was in my early 20’s I jumped across the Mississippi River up near its inception at Lake Itasca.  As I jumped, I felt terribly alone.  It took only a second to jump, but I came down on the other side needing someone to share the experience.  This is a God-like experience; we are created in God’s image, which is much more than a body.  I knew before I walked away with my two male friends that I would be married in the near future.  God created the cosmos and he wanted to share it.  There was no one, so he created Adam and Eve and walked in the cool of the evening with them.   [134:  I John 4:8, The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.] 

God is so lovely that he wanted an object for His love, which is the cosmos and anthropos.  He made man and woman.  He visited each evening with them until they sinned.  The ANGEL OF THE LORD visited with men and women in times of trouble through the Old Testament and New Testament.
“And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.  For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created by Him and for Him.”  (Colossians 1:15-16)
Who do we pray to?  In our television generation, would we pray more if we were seeing God?  It has been my experience that the closer I get to God the more dirty I feel, but I want to get back to that place where I live and breathe with God.
We are people of time, space, and bodies.  While we should not limit God to a body, the more I see God as a person, the less I see him as a grocery list, and the more I want to meet with Him frequently during the day, the more He becomes my friend.
So what is the conclusion of the matter?  I believe Moses was a man of prayer.  Moses saw God at least four times, in Exodus 3, 20, 24 and 33.  Moses ate a meal with God and saw the Kabod (holiness) of God through the expression of the back of God through a crack in a rock.  Ezekiel was a man of prayer and he not only saw God, he had a walk through Heaven.  (Ezekiel 1, 2, 10)  It is entirely possible Paul or someone Paul knew, walked viewed heaven in II Corinthians 12.  I believe if we had a true view of what God looked like we might pray as Moses prayed, prayer that shook the world of his day.  Nations trembled as Moses prayed.  Problems were solved.  The earth opened and swallowed malcontents.  Water rushed from the rock and satiated a nation when they asked God for water.  Meat flew almost into their hands as they asked God for a different food.   When we pray, God is in control.  As we talk to Him, this is called prayer.  I think if we could see God we would want to talk/pray with Him more frequently.  
It is this idea of a fog of a God that leaves us prayer less.  As each man and woman walks and talks to God we might be much closer to what God desired in the Garden of Eden.  It is my earnest desire to bring God to man in such a way that we worship Him in spirit and truth.
In 1922 Helen Lemmel wrote “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus,” and in many ways it satisfies my answer to what does God look like.  This is a woman that has seen Jesus and therefore has seen God.  I would like to end my quest, and consider my question answered with the words to this song.
O soul, are you weary and troubled?
No light in the darkness you see?
There’s light for a look at the Savior,
And life more abundant and free!

Refrain:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.

Through death into life everlasting
He passed, and we follow Him there;
O’er us sin no more hath dominion—
For more than conquerors we are!

Refrain:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.

His Word shall not fail you—He promised;
Believe Him, and all will be well:
Then go to a world that is dying,
His perfect salvation to tell!

Refrain:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
In the light of His glory and grace.[footnoteRef:135] [135:  http://library.timelesstruths.org/music/Turn_Your_Eyes_upon_Jesus/] 




POSTSCRIPT

THE PRESENCE OF GOD

I wrote this book to help me define God and for laymen to be able to read.  Most of my adult life my mantra has been, “We should read to be full, but write to be accurate.”  This book was written to make my mind accurate. The church demanded we write in Latin in fifteenth century Germany so few could read it.  In the 20th Century it was academia with their big words that locked out the layman.
But as I read over and over making corrections, I felt this document was lacking something.  It wasn’t finished.  I have worked this paper over and over and prayed many times for an answer, trying to finish these words.  After church on this first weekend of fall, amid the first water from the sky (not really rain, but wet enough to dampen the ground.)  I was looking for my wife after church.  I was told she was in the “long room” and so I went there and found her saying, “Good. We found each other. Now go and get some food.”  So I grabbed a plate and put some cantaloupe and chicken salad on it, and sat down in a kindergartener’s chair.  I had nothing to do while I chomped on the food, so I listened.  They were reading Brother Lawrence’s book, The Practice of the Presence of God.  Then we listened to a video and I realized that this is my conclusion.  It is not about finding a picture of God, for as we stated at the onset, God is not pleased with photos or statues of His likeness.  In fact, the second command of the Decalogue states, "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.”[footnoteRef:136] [136:  Exodus 20:4] 

	What we need is His presence, not His picture.  What most people desire is so clearly stated in Philippians 4:7, “And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”  What we want is real communication with God, like Adam.
	The first section of the book is an objective God we can see.  This short chapter is on the subjective section of God.  It comes from a single source, Practicing His Presence compiled by Gene Edwards, who wrote the Tale of Three Kings this book along with Psalms got me through a very, very difficult time several years ago.  
	Edwards compiled Brother Lawrence’s words and Frank Laubach’s diary together in one paperback volume.  He updated Brother Lawrence’s words into 21st Century language.  “This book combines, under one cover, all that we have of Brother Lawrence’s words on the subject of living in the presence of the Lord, and it also includes a condensation of two works by Frank Laubach on the same subject.” (Edwards, x)  The idea is simple, “living in the constant awareness of Christ and … secondly, practicing a constant fellowship with the Christ.”
	The idea is simple, “to line up my actions with the will of God about every fifteen minutes or every half hour.” (Edwards, 2)  “What, Father, do you desire said?  What, Father, do you desire this minute?”  I have made every attempt to do this for the last month as I expedite this book to a conclusion.  It has been my limited success that I have lost much weight and had the peace of God which passes all understanding” (Philippians 4:7).  If this is the outcome of this experience, it has been time well worth the effort.

Let nothing disturb you;
Let nothing frighten you.
All things are passing.
God never changes.
Patience
obtains all things.
Nothing is wanting to him
who possesses God.
God alone suffices.[footnoteRef:137]

 [137:  http://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/prayers/view.cfm?id=874] 


APPENDICE I
INSIGHTS INTO JEWISH THOUGHT
During my study, I attended the Jewish synagogue and truly enjoyed my time with Rabbi Ira Book and the very accepting congregation in Antioch, California.  I truly enjoyed the Kaballah discussion about the letters in the Hebrew alphabet and freedom to discuss sex and other real life concepts.  The major drawback to Judaism from my view is that it had no real answer for death.  While attending the synagogue, one of the parents of a member the group died.  Another, while grieving, came to the synagogue, and in both cases the congregation turned around toward the back of the synagogue. Rabbi Book walked with the grieving and they quoted memorized words in Hebrew.  This was in Hebrew and was probably Hebrew Scripture which they use prolifically in the service.  I found it completely lacking in understanding of death, and ultimately my rejection of Judaism as a belief system for my life.
My wife is Jewish by birth and as I write this I am with my father-in-law who has Jewish blood.  We are having a family reunion and we spent some time talking about Judaism.  There is also a Jewish group on board the ship that has both the men and women wear the Yarmulke[footnoteRef:138]. Jesus was a Jew and most of the New Testament was written by Jews.  My time with the synagogue really helped me understand the New Testament better.  The more I understand about the Israeli feasts, the clearer the New Testament becomes.  It is impossible to understand the last hours of the Passion of Christ without understanding the Seder service. [138:  http://judaism.about.com/od/judaismbasics/a/What-Is-A-Kippah-Yarmulke.htm 20120720] 

One of the more interesting aspects of this study, other than finding nuggets of Scripture I had not seen before has been my study of Jewish theological thought.   Somewhere in my reading I ran across Moses Maimonides, a Jewish businessman living in Egypt around 1100 A.D.  His interest in Scripture eventually led him to be called Rabbi by those around him and he wrote a number of treatises on various topics, including his concept of what God could not look like. Once one understands Maimonides name, he is all over the place in print. 
In time I contacted via email several rabbis who have tried to answer my question, “What does God look like?”  One was Orthodox Jew, most have been reformed or Kabbalistic in thought.  The website was recommended in their mail.  The following is some of the best of our correspondence and websites that I found most interesting.  The format has been changed to match the rest of this paper, but the text is their words with no changes.  I have not changed the polychromatic text.
EMAIL[footnoteRef:139]  [139:  March 04, 2008, 21:16, Rabbi Baruch S. Davidson] 

Dear Don,
"In many places in the Torah, Scripture speaks of G-d as if He had human features, “the eyes of G-d”, the “hand of G-d,” etc.

Yet we know that G-d has neither body nor form of body.

Why then does the Torah use a human description of G-d? The answer is that the Torah speaks in the language of man.
       G-d borrows terms from His creatures to express His relationship with the world. G-d has no eyes, yet He creates the eye and is aware of everything that happens in the world. G-d has no hand, yet He creates the hand and His providence guides the world’s destiny. When the Torah tells us that G-d made Man in His image, it means that Man is a microcosm of the Sefirot, with the entire spiritual infrastructure reflected in him."
Read more at:
www.chabad.org/361885  [Can we speak intelligently about God]

I would also suggest reading:
www.chabad.org/2782

Let me know if this helps.
Best wishes,
Rabbi Baruch S. Davidson
Can We Speak Intelligibly About G-d?[footnoteRef:140] [140:  http://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/2782/jewish/Can-We-Speak-Intelligibly-About-G-d.htm] 

w
By Yanki Tauber
A basic axiom of the Jewish faith is that G-d transcends all description and definition. This axiom is closely related to another fundamental idea in Judaism--that everything was created by G-d ex nihilo, "something from nothing." Not only the physical universe, but everything--time, space, logic itself, even the very concept "existence"--did not exist before G-d chose to created [create] them. Obviously, then, the creator and definer of existence cannot be defined by a concept of His creation.
In other words, anything we say about G-d is, ultimately, as confining a definition of Him as to depict Him as a loin-clothed, white-bearded figure pointing from a cloud. For what are words but representations of things and concepts that He created? Any words we use--even words like "infinite" and "ultimate abstraction"--are meaningful only in the context of our logic, and as such, utterly meaningless when applied to G-d, the creator of logic and its terms.
But the very sages and mystics who explain how impossible it is to talk about G-d, talk about Him all the time. In ten of thousands of Kabbalistic treatises and Chassidic discourses they explain, at great length and in great depth, the Torah's overt statements and subtle inferences on the "nature" of G-d. So can we discuss Him intelligibly or cannot we?
Answer:
This question mirrors (and ultimately answers) another question -- a question posed by many great Jewish thinkers:
One of the basic principles of the Jewish faith is that G-d has "no body, nor any semblance of a body." How, then, can we teach a child verses of Torah that speak of "the great hand" or "the mighty hand"[footnoteRef:141] of G-d? When a mature adult studies these verses, he understands that such words and phrases are to be understood allegorically. But to a first grader, a hand is a hand. No matter how much his teacher will try to abstract the concept, the child will envision a great and mighty hand such as his father's, though, this being G-d, one that is even greater and mightier than his father's. It would therefore follow that to teach chumash to a five-year-old, is to teach him heresy! [141:  Exodus 13:9, 14:31] 

But why question only the child's image of the Almighty? Ultimately -- as stated in our question -- our mature perception of G-d is no less "heretical" than the child's. For no matter how we labor to abstract our vision of G-d, we cannot but think of Him as a being and existence, albeit an infinite and intangible being and existence. To think and speak of Him is to define Him: to attribute to Him a reality that, in essence, is no closer to His truth than the child's perception of a great and mighty hand.
[Which brings to mind the story told of one of the great Chassidic masters of the 19th century. A well known free-thinker once came to see this rebbe. Much to his chassidim's dismay, the rebbe spent many hours in conversation with his visitor. After the man had left, one chassid could not contain himself and asked:
"Rebbe, how could you possibly receive such a person? The man is a heretic!"
"A heretic, you say?" responded the rebbe. "Why do you say so?"
"Why," exclaimed the chassid, "his views are well known. He has even written a book in which he claims to prove that G-d does not exist!"
"And you," queried the rebbe, "what do you think? That G-d does exist?"
"Certainly," replied the chassid. "G-d exists."
"In that case," said the rebbe, "your vision of G-d is, in a certain respect, just as heretical as his."]
Nevertheless, the Torah commands: And you shall know today, and take unto your heart, that G-d is the L-rd, in the heavens above and the earth below, there is none else (Deuteronomy 4:35). Maimonides thus begins his codification of the entire body of Jewish law with this first and most basic imperative of a life consistent with its Creator's desire: The foundation of all foundations, and the pillar of all wisdom, is to know that there is a First Existence, who brings all existences into being; that all existences of Heaven and earth and between them, derive existence only from the truth of His existence.
G-d expressly told us that He wants us to know Him -- to perceive Him with our mind and its finite tools of logic; to perceive Him as the first and ultimate existence (for the only logical alternative to existence is non-existence, and G-d is certainly not non-existent), and at the same time to understand that this only describes Him in relation to our existence, not Him as He is.[footnoteRef:142]  [142:  This is how the Rebbe explains the deeper significance of the second Halachah of Maimonides' opening chapter, in which he goes on to write: Should it arise upon the mind that He is non-existent, then nothing else can possibly exist. Many have puzzled over this seemingly strange passage. At first glance, it seems entirely superfluous: if the point is that without G-d nothing would exist, this is already clear from the first Halachah ("all existences... derive existence only from the truth of His existence"). And why give any credence to the hypothesis that G-d does not exist? And what is the meaning of the curious phrase "Should it arise upon the mind"? But Maimonides, the Rebbe explains, wishes to allude to a higher understanding of G-d, one that transcends the conception of G-d as First Existence he discussed in the first Halachah. Should you rise above the terms of logic imposed by your mind, Maimonides is saying, you will appreciate that He is not an existence, and that, on this level, indeed nothing else can possibly exist. For we, and all of creation, exist only in terms of G-d's relationship with us; if G-d had not chosen to allow for such a relationship (a relationship in which He would inevitably be perceived by us as an existence) the very term "existence," and the myriad of realities it defines, would not have been. Put another way: we exist only on the level on which G-d projects His reality to us as the First Existence; on the level on which He is as He is, we indeed have no existence.
] 

Let us return for a moment to the first-grader who is learning about "the mighty hand" of G-d. Why did we think that the image these words create in his young mind is heretical? Because a hand, no matter how great and mighty, is a finite and definitive thing, while G-d, we know, is infinite and indefinable. But what is infinity? Is there any objective meaning to this word?
For years I thought that for something to be infinite it must exist outside of time and space, since anything existing within time and space is defined and limited by their finite parameters. Then, one day I learned the axiom stated by 15th century Kabbalist, Rabbi Meir ibn Gabbai: "Just as He has power in the realm of the infinite, so, too, He has power in the realm of the finite. For should you attribute infinite power to Him but dis-attribute finite power to Him, you are diminishing His perfection."[footnoteRef:143] I then understood that the word "infinite" is an oxymoron: if something is not finite, then it is not trully infinite either, for it is confined to a certain area of reality -- the area that lies outside of the realm of the finite. To be truly infinite, a thing must transcend both the finite and the infinite and permeate them both, so that it is neither locked in nor locked out of their respective domains. [143:  Avodat Hakodesh, part I, chapter 8] 

Does my newly gained insight describe the true meaning of infinity? Of course not. This is my infinity, my conceptual leap beyond what I now understand as finite -- which includes what I once thought to be infinite. In ten years from now, I will probably understand the finiteness of my present vision of infinity, and a new infinity will be abstracted by my mind. And I know that even as I now understand infinity in a certain way, there are minds to whom my infinity is finite, and others to whom what I understand to be finite is infinite.
Every mind, then, can be said to function on three levels of abstraction. It categorizes finite things and concepts by grasping their defining parameters. It abstracts an "infinity" that lies beyond everything it understands to be finite. And it recognizes that there is an ultimate infinity which it cannot relate to in any way, not even by placing it beyond the borders of its comprehension.
The child contemplating the mighty hand of G-d achieves a genuinely abstract understanding of the Divine -- the understanding that G-d's reality transcends even his most infinite vision of existence. To a child, his own hand, or that of his friends, or even that of his older brother, is a finite hand -- a hand that can do many impressive things, but is also limited in the sense that there are things it cannot do. But the child also knows infinite hands: his father's hand, for example, can do everything. Never mind that it is a hand of a certain physical size and shape -- the idea that size and shape imply finiteness is not yet part of his logical perception of reality. In terms of his five-year-old mind's infinity -- an infinity no more or less accurate than the infinity defined by any other minds' maturity and knowledge -- his father's hand is infinite. So when his teacher explains that G-d's hand is even greater and mightier than his father's, the child not only sees G-d as infinite, but comprehends that G-d is something beyond the beyond of his finite existence.
Never mind that a five-year-old's "beyond infinity" would be a heretical anthropomorphization for you and me. If a person's understanding of G-d were to be measured against G-d's perception of His own reality, than our every thought of G-d, and that of every mind that has ever thought, would be no less heretical. The very fact that G-d commands us to know Him, means that He wants us to think of Him on our terms. What He wants is for our minds to embark on a life-long quest for a vision of His truth, a quest in which one is constantly advancing the frontier of one's individual infinity to ever more abstract appreciations of the infinity of His being.
What then is heresy? Heresy is the placement of G-d within the scale of our reality, the attribution to Him of qualities that are part of our vision of ourselves and our world. The challenge in the endeavor to know G-d is not to fall short of the degree of abstraction we are capable of -- based on our minds potential and the knowledge of Himself that He has made available to us in His Torah.[footnoteRef:144] [144:  This may perhaps explain a most difficult statement by Rabbi Abraham ben Dovid (the Raavad), a contemporary and often critic of Maimonides. In his Mishneh Torah (Laws of Repentence 3:7), Maimonides writes that one who says that G-d is a body, or possessive of an image is a heretic. The Raavad takes issue with this statement, and writes in a gloss on Maimonides work: "Why does he call such a one a heretic? Many, greater and better than he, have presumed so, based on what they saw in the Scriptures and confusing agadot."
Many have puzzled over the meaning and tone of the Raavad's words. Does he not agree that it is wrong to envision G-d as a corporeal image? And who are the "many greater and better than" Maimonides, who so erred? But perhaps the Raavad wishes to emphasize that no mind is ever free of a confining image of G-d: if we are to study Him and explore what He tells us of Himself in His Torah, we will always do so in terms that are confining in relation to His objective reality. So there is no objective yardstick against which to measure the corporeality or non-corporeality of our perceptions; against such a yardstick we would all be heretics. If a mind appreciates that G-d is above and beyond the horizons of its individual infinity, it is no further from the truth than the G-d of Maimonides' lofty mind, even if, due to limitations of maturity or information, it is a more corporeal vision of the Divine.
] 


APPENDICE II
INSIGHT
One of my most pressing concerns in writing this paper is that someone will walk away, feeling Elohim was no more than Jupiter or Zeus.  Jupiter was the primary god of the Romans.  Zeus was his counterpart in Greek mythology.  He was the god of the air on Mt. Olympus according to Roman Mythology.  Neptune (Poseidon in Greek mythology) was the god of the sea and Pluto (Hates in Greek mythology) was the god of the underworld.  Hera in Greek or Juno in Latin was Zeus/Jupiter’s wife who found it necessary to make Argus the 100 eyed creature to watch Jupiter from his philandering.  He was an amoral god in a man’s body.[footnoteRef:145] [145:  The four Galilean satellites of Jupiter are named after his conquests.  The female names for Jupiter’s largest moons Europa, Io and Callisto as well as the mortal male Ganymede were the first to be seen by Galileo. ] 

I do not want anyone to walk away from these words believing because God looks like a man, he was a man; possibly another Jupiter.  God is God and there is none beside Him in glory, beauty and purity.
Years ago I ran across this Insight and had it in my file.  I do not know where or when I found it, but it is exactly to the point on what God looks like and how it should affect our psyche.

INSIGHT
New Light on the Old Testament
“The advantages of living now”

“For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been sought for another.” (Hebrews 8:7)

“To understand the difference between an original and a copy, consider trying to photograph the largest animal, a whale.  Roy Chapman Andrews describes it.”

“Once in Alaska we raised a humpback's spout and ran up close before the animal submerged.  Ten minutes later, without warning the floor of the ocean seemed to rise and a mountainous black body, dripping with foam, heaved upward, almost over our heads.  It paused an instant, then fell sidewise to be swallowed up by a vortex of green water.  With the camera ready in my hands I stared at the thing.  The whale had dropped back scarcely twenty feet away; if it had fallen the other way, the vessel would have been crushed beneath its forty tons.”

“How can you adequately communicate the impact of something that immense?  Photographers have recorded humpback whales bursting from the water, or lob tailing (standing on their heads and waving their mighty flukes high in the air). But no photograph can capture the sheer bigness of such an animal.  A baby blue whale gains a ton of weight a month.  An adult blue whale's heart weights 1,000 pounds.  How can any two-dimensional photograph convey such gargantuan size?”

“Comparing the Copy to the Original”

“Even the best photograph is just a copy; a representation of its subject's reality.  No 8x10 rectangle can contain a whale.  No photo sequence of the Grand Canyon is as grand as the canyon itself.  The photograph preserves a mere two-dimensional copy of reality.”

“Hebrews uses that word copy to describe the images and rituals of the Old Testament: Passover feasts, sacrifices, and other priestly duties.  They were mere shadows expressing the reality to come in Jesus Christ.  No ceremony alone, however elaborate, can adequately express the experience of God himself, any more than a photograph of a whale or a mountain can represent a whale or a mountain.”

“According to Hebrews, the Old Testament rituals were a copy, but Christ is the original. The author pulls up time-hallowed images from the Jewish tradition-sacrifices, laws, blood, the tabernacle, the priest, the Day of Atonement-and explains how Christ revealed once and for all the meaning of these images only hinted at.  The incomplete, shadowy copy contrasts with the perfect, genuine reality.”

Which is Better?

“As always Hebrews stresses the advantages of living now, rather than in the Old Testament (‘the first covenant’).  Because of Christ, sacrifices are no longer necessary (10:11-12), and God's laws are now written in our minds and on our hearts, not in a formal code (8:10).  ‘It is finished,’ Christ cried out from the cross; and the author of Hebrews describes how.”

“Copies have some value.  A photograph of a whale for example conveys much to those who will never encounter one.  But, as the author of Hebrews asks, who would prefer a copy to the real thing?”
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